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QP�VJG�EJCQVKEeo
Walter Benjamin, 
n7PRCEMKPI�O[�NKDTCT[o�

n#�ETKVKSWG�UGGMKPI�VQ�IQ�DG[QPF�
VJG�URGEVCENG�OWUV�know how to wait�o
Guy Debord, Society of the 
Spectacle, statement 220

+P�#PFTGK�6CTMQXUM[oU�ƂNO�Nostalghia, the 
EJCTCEVGT�&QOGPKEQ��CHVGT�ƂPKUJKPI�JKU�VCNM�
YKVJ�RTQVCIQPKUV�)QTEJCMQX�CPF�QP�VJGKT�YC[�
to the taxi stand, moves through his house 
COKFUV�RQWTKPI�TCKP�CPF�FGDTKU��CPF�VJTQWIJ�
C�FQQT�YJQUG�HTCOG�KU�PQV�UWRRQTVGF�D[�
YCNNU��6JKU�OGOQTCDNG�ƂNO�UGSWGPEG�HQTOU�C�
RGTHGEV�TGRTGUGPVCVKQP�QH�VJG�EQPVGORQTCT[�
CTEJKVGEVWTCN�FQOCKP��9JCVGXGT�KORQXGTKUJGF�
KORTGUUKQP�VJKU�URCEG�OKIJV�EQPXG[��
its basic characteristics of decay and 
fragmentation simultaneously evokes the 
CODKIWQWU�HGGNKPI�QH�nJQOGo�CPF�VJG�UGPUG�
QH�FKURNCEGOGPV��6JG�UEGPG�ECRVWTGU�UGXGTCN�
TGNGXCPV�URCVKCN�EJCTCEVGTKUVKEU�CV�QPEG��
C�VTQWDNGUQOG�TGNCVKQPUJKR�YKVJ�PCVWTG��
a form of dwelling that only manages to 
host the human body in a slightly distorted, 
CNOQUV�RGTXGTUG�OCPPGT��C�UGVVKPI�YJGTG�
VJG�WPGCU[�HGGNKPI�QH�FKURNCEGOGPV�NKPIGTU�
GXGP�YJKNG�DGKPI�nCV�JQOGo��CP�WPECPP[�
CVOQURJGTG��C�URCEG�ƂNNGF�YKVJ�CEEWOWNCVGF�
RCTCRJGTPCNKC��5KIPKƂECPVN[��KP�C�NCVGT�UEGPG�
QH�VJG�ƂNO��&QOGPKEQ�UCETKƂEGU�JKOUGNH�CVQR�
VJG�GSWGUVTKCP�UVCVWG�QP�VJG�%CORKFQINKQ�
KP�4QOG��VJG�URCEG�VJCV�YCU�QTKIKPCNN[�
EQPEGKXGF�CU�VJG�n%GPVTG�QH�VJG�9QTNFo��+P�
VJGKT�CVVGORV�VQ�nUCXGo�VJG�YQTNF��&QOGPKEQ�
UGVU�JKOUGNH�QP�ƂTG��YJKNG�CV�VJG�UCOG�VKOG�
Gorchakov wades across the Bagno Vignoni, 
GPFGCXQWTKPI�VQ�MGGR�C�ECPFNG�EQPVKPWQWUN[�
lit. Whether the act of either one of the 
characters actually has any tangible effect on 
VJG�RTGUGPV�KU�KTTGNGXCPV��YJCV�VJG[�CEJKGXG�
KU�C�RGTUQPCN�VTCPUITGUUKQP��KP�DQVJ�ECUGU�
VJTQWIJ�C�HQTO�QH�UGNH�UCETKƂEG�

In architecture, transgressions are 
inevitably linked to borders, territories, 
DQWPFCTKGU��CPF�VJWU�VQ�URCVKCN�EQPƃKEVU��6JG�
condition of the border is currently a widely 
FKUEWUUGF�CPF�KPXGUVKICVGF�RJGPQOGPQP� 
since global events, such as 9/11, have  
TGUWNVGF�KP�C�TGPGYGF�KPVGTGUV�KP�VJG�URCEG�QH�
EQPƃKEV�CPF�VJG�EQPƃKEV�QH�URCEG��6JG�OGVC-
RJQTKECN�WUG�QH�DQTFGTU�KP�GXGT[FC[�NCPIWCIG��
VJG�GORJCUKU�QP�RTQVGEVKXG�GPVKVKGU�KP�RQNKVK-

cal discourse and the border as a factual de-
vice for division and segregation are common 
QEEWTTGPEG�KP�EQPVGORQTCT[�FKUEWUUKQPU��
9JGVJGT�KV�KU�VJG�nENCUJ�QH�EKXKNK\CVKQPUo��VJG�
nRQNKVKEU�QH�QEEWRCVKQPo�QT�VJG�nFGVGTTKVQTKCNK\C-
VKQP�QH�VJGQT[o��EQPVGUVGF�URCEG��OGVCRJQTK-
cally or factual, has created a number of new 
DQTFGTU�VJCV�ECNN�HQT�C�URCVKCN�KPXGUVKICVKQP��
6JG�DQTFGT�KU�C�JKIJN[�RTQDNGOCVKE�GPVKV[�KP�
our globalized world, not only because it 
QDUVTWEVU�INQDCN�ƃQYU�QH�IQQFU��KPHQTOCVKQP�
CPF�RGQRNG��DWV�CNUQ�DGECWUG�KV�UGGOU�VQ�DG�
contradictory to our increasingly nomadic 
existence. Borders, in other words, are a 
ƂGTEGN[�FGDCVGF�VQRKE��CNVJQWIJ�VJG[�CTG�
almost always, unfortunately, seen as objects 
of obstruction and elements that need to be 
demolished. What is absent in these discus-
UKQPU�KU�VJG�KPGXKVCDKNKV[�QH�VJG�RTGUGPEG�QH�
DQTFGTU�KP�QWT�NKXGU�CPF�VJGKT�RGTHQTOCPEG�CU�
C�URCEG�QH�GPEQWPVGT�

6JG�UGXGPVJ�EJCRVGT�KP�/KNCP�-WPFGTCoU�
The Book of Laughter and Forgetting�
nVJG�
DQTFGTo��EQPVCKPU�C�YQPFGTHWN�RCUUCIG�
that describes the invisible, yet always 
KOOGFKCVGN[�RTGUGPV��DQTFGT�YKVJKP�QPGoU�
NKHG��6JKU�OGVCRJQTKECN�NKPG�KU�OCKPVCKPKPI�VJG�
subtle divide between sense and madness 
KP�C�RGTUQPoU�NKHG��CPF�VTCPUITGUUKPI�VJCV�
boundary means the descent into the void 
of nothingness. The secret of human life, 
writes Kundera, is based on whatever unfolds 
KP�VJG�KOOGFKCVG�RTQZKOKV[�QH�VJKU�DQTFGT��
2GTJCRU�VJG�QTKIKPU�QH�$QTFGT�%QPFKVKQPU�
ECP�DG�NQECVGF�JGTG��QT�RGTJCRU�VJG[�OKIJV�
also be found in a beautiful bar in Porto, 
where some years ago several discussions 
QP�CTEJKVGEVWTG��URCEG�CPF�VKOG�TGUWNVGF�
KP�C�HGY��RTQDCDN[�UQOGYJCV�JC\[��KFGCU�
about an architectural research and design 
RTQITCOOG��6TWVJ�KU�VJCV�$QTFGT�%QPFKVKQPU�
was born within a strange context that 
RTQFWEGF�DQVJ�FKUVTGUU�CPF�JQRG��9JCV�JCF�
started out as an intuition and a vaguely 
HQTOWNCVGF�EQOOQP�ITQWPF��FGXGNQRGF�
UKIPKƂECPVN[�VJTQWIJ�FKUEWUUKQP��FGDCVG�
CPF�UKORN[�nFQKPIo��CPF�GXQNXGF�KPVQ�CP�
architectural research trajectory that could 
PGXGT�JCXG�DGGP�HWNN[�EQORTGJGPFGF�HTQO�
the onset. The outcome is a dense tableau 
KP�YJKEJ�VJGQTGVKECN�RQUKVKQPKPI��WTDCP�
GZRNQTCVKQP��OCRRKPI�CPF�CTEJKVGEVWTCN�
design have come together in a setting that 
OKIJV�DG�CDNG�VQ�RTQFWEG�C�PGY�RGTURGEVKXG��
UJQTV�QH�PCOKPI�KV�C�RCTCFKIO�UJKHV��YKVJKP�VJG�
architectural discourse. 

BC binnenwerk 300510.indd   20-21 30-05-2010   16:51:17



022 023

BORDER CONDITIONSBORDER CONDITIONS THE MICROSCOPE AS HAMMER: 
/CRRKPI�$QTFGT�%QPFKVKQPU
Text: Marc Schoonderbeek

THE MICROSCOPE AS HAMMER: 
/CRRKPI�$QTFGT�%QPFKVKQPU
Text: Marc Schoonderbeek

#TGCU�QH�%QPƃKEV�CPF�6GPUKQP
The condition of the border within contem-
RQTCT[�WTDCP�URCEGU�JCU�KVU�OQUV�QDXKQWU�
nTGCNK\CVKQPo�KP�VJG�VJTGUJQNFU�VJCV�UWTHCEG�
YJGP�EQPƃKEVU��YJGVJGT�TGNKIKQWU��PCVKQPC�
list, ethnic or economic in nature, have a 
FKTGEV�KORCEV�QP�VJG�EKV[��9KVJKP�VJGUG�CTGCU�
QH�EQPƃKEV�CPF�VGPUKQP��FKXKUKQPU�CTG�GUVCD-
lished by the erection of borders, frequently 
CEEQORCPKGF�D[�PGWVTCN�\QPGU��QT�\QPGU�KP�
YJKEJ�C�VJKTF�RCTV[�KU�CUMGF�VQ�UKOWNVCPGQWUN[�
OCKPVCKP�VJG�UVCVWU�SWQ�QH�VJG�EQPƃKEV�CPF�
allow limited border crossings. These zones 
UJQY�FKXGTIGPV�WTDCP�FGXGNQROGPV��UKPEG�
FKHHGTGPV�URCVKCN�RQNKEKGU�CPF�VCEVKEU�KPƃWGPEG�
VJGKT�URCEGU��EQPUVKVWVKPI�VJG�EQPFKVKQPU�HQT�
transformations that will leave lasting marks 
QP�VJG�EKV[��'XGP�VJG�CVVGORVU��HQT�GZCORNG�� 
of the Berlin city council to erase the traces 
of the former Wall zone, nearly overnight, 
have clearly failed to meet their objective. 
1PEG�KORNGOGPVGF��FKXKUKQPU�VGPF�VQ�DG�FKH-
ƂEWNV��KH�PQV�KORQUUKDNG��VQ�TGOQXG��+P�IGPGTCN��
these urban divisions can be categorized 
KPVQ�VYQ�DTQCF�ITQWRU��PCOGN[�VJQUG�VJCV�
divide the cities themselves, and those cities 
NQECVGF�KP�ENQUG�RTQZKOKV[�VQ�C�PCVKQPCN�QT�
EQPVKPGPVCN�FKXKFG��+P�'WTQRG��FKXKFGF�EKVKGU�
JCXG�GXQNXGF�KPVQ�C�RCTVKEWNCT�V[RG�QH�EKV[��HQT�
GZCORNG�$GTNKP��0KEQUKC�CPF�$GNHCUV��YJKNG�VJG�
EQPƃKEV�TGNCVGF�FKXKUKQP�DGVYGGP�EQWPVTKGU�
and continents have Gibraltar-Ceuta and San 
&KGIQ�6KLWCPC�CU�EQPVGORQTCT[�GZCORNGU��
%GWVC�KU��HQT�KPUVCPEG��PQV�QPN[�C�RNCEG�YJGTG�
n(QTVTGUU�'WTQRGo�KU�DGKPI�nCVVCEMGFo�D[�VJQUG�
UGGMKPI�RTQURGTKV[��DWV�CNUQ�GZGORNKƂGU�VJG�
EQPƃKEVKPI�KPVGTGUVU�YKVJKP�C�WPKƂGF�'WTQRG�

+P�VJG�ƂTUV�EJCRVGT�QH�VJKU�DQQM��GPVKVNGF�
n<QPGo��VGTTKVQTKCN�UVTKRU��HQTOGF�GKVJGT�CU�CP�
KP�DGVYGGP�URCEG�CNQPI�FKXKFGF�GPVKVKGU�QT�CU�
NKPGCT�CTGCU�QH�GZEGRVKQPU�YKVJKP�C�EQPVKPWQWU�
VGTTKVQT[��CTG�RGTEGKXGF�CU�RNCEGU�YJGTG�DQT-
FGT�EQPFKVKQPU�DGEQOG�XKUKDNG��+P�VJG�QRGP-
KPI�VGZV��6GFF[�%TW\�GZRNCKPU�UWEJ�FGXGNQR-
ments through his ongoing involvement with 
the San Diego-Tijuana region. Cruz focuses 
on the increase in the global North-South 
OQXGOGPV�QH�RGQRNG��IQQFU�CPF�YCUVG��*G�
KNNWUVTCVGU�JQY�VJG�CVVGORV�VQ�UOQQVJGP�CPF�
QDUVTWEV�VJGUG�ƃQYU�EQPUVKVWVGU�VJG�CEVWCN�
CPF�INQDCN�n\QPG�QH�EQPƃKEVo��(WTVJGTOQTG��JG�
RTQXKFGU�EQORGNNKPI�GXKFGPEG�VJCV�TCFKECNN[�
PGY�URCVKCN�RTCEVKEGU�QTKIKPCVG�URGEKƂECNN[�
HTQO�UWEJ�\QPGU�QH�EQPƃKEV�CPF��HWTVJGTOQTG��
VJCV�VJGUG�RTCEVKEGU�ICKP�UKIPKƂECPEG�KH�VJG[�
CTG�KORNGOGPVGF�QP�VJG�UECNG�QH�VJG�PGKIJ-

bourhood rather than the city. In a series of 
RJQVQ�EQNNCIGU��%TW\�GZCOKPGU�VJG�URCVKCN�
RTCEVKEGU�KP�6KLWCPC�CPF�VJG�YC[�KP�YJKEJ�VJG[�
ECP�DG�EQPUKFGTGF�VQ�JCXG�DGGP�KPƃWGPEGF�
D[�GZRGTKGPEGU��GZCORNGU�CPF�RTQFWEVU�HTQO�
San Diego. 

Oscar Rommens and Sebas Veldhu-
isen investigated the different divisions 
KORNGOGPVGF�KP�VJG�)KDTCNVCT�%GWVC�TGIKQP��
6JG[�NQQMGF�KPVQ�VJG�XCTKQWU�RTQRGTVKGU�QH�
VJG�VGTTKVQT[�CPF�TGNCVGF�PCVKQPCN�QYPGTUJKR�
ENCKOU��GZCOKPGF�VJG�URGEKƂE�KORQTVCPEG�QH�
the waters, and traced the subtle, sometimes 
VGORQTCN��NKPGU�QH�FKXKUKQP�YKVJKP�VJKU�CTGC�CPF�
VJGKT�URCVKCN�EQPUGSWGPEGU��6JKU�KPXGPVQT[�
JCU�DGGP�UWOOCTK\GF�KP�C�OCR�UJQYKPI�VJG�
EQORNGZ�OGEJCPKUOU�VJCV�YQTM�YKVJKP�VJG�
VGTTKVQT[�CU�YGNN�CU�VJG�FGNKECVG�QXGTNCRU�CPF�
ICRU�VJCV�GZKUV�YKVJKP�VJG�GNGOGPVU�QH�FKXKUKQP�
CPF�UGRCTCVKQP��6JGKT�KPVGTRTGVCVKQP�QH�DQVJ�
EKVKGU�CU�nGZENCXGU�CU�CRRGPFKEGUo�FGOQP-
UVTCVGU�VJG�KPEQORNGVKQP�CPF�KORGTHGEVKQP�QH�
such territorial divisions: the border functions 
CU�C�ƂNVGT��CU�C�FGXKEG�VJCV�JCU�VQ�GPFQTUG�
OCNHWPEVKQPU�CPF�OCNRTCEVKEGU��(WTVJGTOQTG��
VJG�KPXGUVKICVKQP�RTQXGF�VJCV�KV�KU�KPGXKVCDNG�
VJCV�DQTFGT�\QPGU�YKVJKP�CTGCU�QH�EQPƃKEV�
PGGF�EGTVCKP�VGORQTCT[�UVCVGU�QH�GZEGRVKQP�KP�
order to be able to function.

6JG�GPUWKPI�EJCRVGT�QP�n(TCOKPIo�FGCNU�
YKVJ�VJG�KUUWGU�QH�KFGPVKV[�CPF�URCEG��(TCOKPI�
KU�WUGF�CU�C�EQPEGRVWCN�VQQN�VQ�FGƂPG�QDLGEVU�
of investigation as well as a means to dis-
tinguish differences and similarities in con-
VGORQTCT[�WTDCP�URCVKCN�RTCEVKEGU��+P�QVJGT�
YQTFU��VJG�CEV�QH�n(TCOKPIo�GPCDNGU�FGUETKR-
VKQP�VJCV�ECP�NGCF�VQ�HQTOWNCVKPI�CP�KPVGTRTG-
tation and thus facilitates the construction 
of meaning and identity. Within urban areas 
QH�VGPUKQPU�CPF�EQPƃKEV��DQTFGT�GNGOGPVU�
HQTO�RCTVKEWNCT�QDLGEVU�QH�KPUETKRVKQP�CPF�
EQOOWPKECVKQP��UKPEG�VJG[�CTG�GZRTGUUKQPU�
of the demarcation of territories. But even co-
JCDKVCVKQP��CU�UWEJ��KU�C�URCVKCN�EQPUVTWEV�QH�
different social relations, the result of which 
KU�C�EQORNGZ�U[UVGO�QH�CRRTQRTKCVKQPU��CFCR�
VCVKQPU��FKXKUKQPU��UGRCTCVKQPU��GZENWUKQPU��
GVE��9JGVJGT�HTQO�C�RGTUQPCN�RGTURGEVKXG�
K�G��
TGƃGEVKPI�QPGoU�QYP�EQPUVTWEVGF�KFGPVKV[��QT�
C�EQNNGEVKXG�RGTURGEVKXG�
KP�YJKEJ�RGTUQPCNKV[�
is mirrored by the social context), any identity 
KU�FGRGPFGPV�WRQP�VJG�HTCOKPI�QH�KVU�EQTTGU�
RQPFGPV�VGTTKVQT[��

+P�VJGKT�n5PCRUJQVU�QH�&KUCUVGT�%KV[o��
Lieven De Cauter and Michiel Dehaene de-
UETKDG�VJG�GOGTIGPEG�QH�C�PGY�V[RG�QH�EKV[��

6JGKT�CRQECN[RVKE�FGUETKRVKQP�QH�VJG�nGPF�QH�
VJG�EKV[�CU�YG�MPQY�KVo�KPVTQFWEGU�VJG�HQN-
lowing argument: whereas the city used to 
be the node of commerce and exchange, 
PQYCFC[U�KV�JCU�DGEQOG�VJG�RNCEG�QH�GZENW-
UKQP��'EQPQOKE�RTQURGTKV[��QPEG�KPVTKPUKECNN[�
linked to the urban environment, is nowadays 
nQWVUQWTEGFo�CU�IQQFU�CTG�FGXGNQRGF�CPF�
RTQFWEGF�KP�VJG�GPFNGUU�UNWOU�QH�VJG�OGIC��
CPF�J[RGT�EKVKGU��6JGUG�RNCEGU�JCXG�DGEQOG�
UQWTEGU�QH�GZVTCEVKQP��ECWUKPI�C�INQDCN�URCVKCN�
asymmetry to emerge. The tensions between 
the global North and South, and this discus-
sion can be viewed as an extension of Teddy 
%TW\oU�CTIWOGPV��JCXG�DGEQOG�UQ�GZVTGOG�
that De Cauter and Dehaene argue for a 
TGXGTUG�RGTURGEVKXG�QP�VJG�EKV[��6JG�EQPVGO-
RQTCT[�EKV[�KU�PQ�NQPIGT�VJG�UCHG�NQECN�RNCEG�
UWTTQWPFGF�D[�C�nINQDCNo�VGTTKVQT[��TCVJGT�KV�KU�
VJG�GPYCNNGF�INQDCN�EGPVTG��C�URCVKCN�nKUNCPFo��
surrounded by endless localities. It is thus 
VJG�nQTKIKPCNo�EKV[�VJCV�KU�DQWPF�VQ�FKUCRRGCT�
WPFGT�VJG�KPƃWGPEG�QH�INQDCN�HQTEGU�

Since this new urban reality has 
GOGTIGF��URCVKCN�FGOCTECVKQPU�JCXG�DGEQOG�
KORQTVCPV�KP�QTFGT�VQ�RTQVGEV�CPF�RTGUGTXG�
national and local identities. My own contri-
DWVKQP�VQ�VJKU�EJCRVGT�FGCNU�YKVJ�VJG�TKUKPI�
RCTCFQZGU�TGNCVGF�VQ�VJKU�WTDCP�TGCNKV[��UWEJ�
CU�VJG�PGGF�HQT�KPETGCUKPIN[�QRGP�PGVYQTMU�
of exchange within a streamlined globalized 
GEQPQO[��6JKU�PGGF�KU��CV�RTGUGPV��UGGOKPIN[�
contradicted by the growing attention to na-
tional identity and history. This contradiction 
results in a growing concern regarding the 
clarity in demarcation of the (national) bor-
ders. The borders within Belfast and Nicosia, 
VJG�RGCEG�NKPGU�CPF�VJG�ITGGP�\QPG��CTG�VJG�
ECUG�UVWFKGU�QH�VJGUG�RTQEGUUGU�QH�FKXKUKQP�
CPF�HTCOKPI�QH�KFGPVKVKGU��6JG�CEEGRVCPEG�QH�
the border, as a frame that at the same time 
excludes and includes, leads to the conclu-
UKQP�VJCV�VJG�UVCVG�QH�GZEGRVKQP�VQ�DG�HQWPF�KP�
VJG�nDCPo�EQPUVKVWVGU�KP�HCEV�VJG�RNCEG�YJGTG�
one is simultaneously excluded and free.

Investigating Spatial Conditions 
within the Contemporary City

In architectural education, the basic objec-
tive is to be able to offer a systematic body 
of knowledge, combined with a set of instruc-
VKQPU�VJCV�ECP�nITQWPFo�C�RQVGPVKCN�CTEJKVGE-
VWTCN�FGUKIP�CRRTQCEJ��#TEJKVGEVWTCN�VJGQT[� 
KU�VJG�RTQRGT�OGCPU�VQ�FGXGNQR�UWEJ�C�EQP-
sistent way of thinking and working. From 
C�JKUVQTKECN�RGTURGEVKXG��VJG�KORQTVCPEG�QH�

TGNCVKPI�U[UVGOCVKECNN[�FGXGNQRGF�MPQYNGFIG�
KPVQ�FGUKIP�KU��QH�EQWTUG��CNTGCF[�RTGUGPV�KP�
the classical theoretical treatises or, during 
VJG�'PNKIJVGPOGPV��KP�VJG�CVVGORVU�VQ�RTQXKFG�
VJG�UEKGPVKƂE�DCUKU�QH�CTEJKVGEVWTG��DCUGF�
QP�RTKPEKRNGU�QH�TGCUQP��+P�TGEGPV�FGECFGU��
however, research has become an alterna-
VKXG�VQ�VJGQT[�KP�RTQXKFKPI�CPQVJGT��FKUVKPEV��
TCVJGT�URGEKƂE�CPF�CNOQUV�WPTGNCVGF��UGV�QH�
MPQYNGFIG�HGGFKPI�VJG�FGUKIP�RTQEGUU��6JG�
fundamental question whether architecture 
KU�CP�CTVKUVKE�QT�UEKGPVKƂE�RTCEVKEG��JCU�DGGP�
GZRCPFGF�VQ�C�FKUEWUUKQP�QP�CTEJKVGEVWTGoU�
societal, cultural and economic role. Es-
RGEKCNN[�VJG�GEQPQOKE�FGDCVG�KU�TGNCVGF�VQ�
VJG�ETKVKSWG�QP�CTEJKVGEVWTGoU�
KP�CDKNKV[�VQ�
DG�TGPFGTGF�nCRRNKECDNGo�HQT�VJG�RWTRQUG�QH�
directly amending society. Where nowadays 
theory is still engaged with a certain level of 
CWVQPQO[�QH�VJG�CTEJKVGEVWTCN�FKUEKRNKPG��CPF�
VJWU�ƂPFU�KVU�nTCKUQP�FoÆVTGo�YKVJKP�VJG�NKOKVU�QH�
VJG�FKUEKRNKPG�KVUGNH��EQPVGORQTCT[�CTEJKVGE-
tural research tries to connect architecture 
VQ�IGPGTCN�UQEKGVCN�FGXGNQROGPVU��CNOQUV�
FGURGTCVGN[�UGGMKPI�KVU�NGIKVKOCVKQP�QWVUKFG�
its own discourse.

2GTJCRU�QPG�EQWNF�UGG�C�FKTGEV�NKPM�
DGVYGGP�VJG�nTGVWTP�VQ�JKUVQT[o�KP�RQUVOQFGTP�
CTEJKVGEVWTG�CPF�VJG�EQPVGORQTCT[�ƂZCVKQP�
on research related to architectural design. 
The rediscovery of historical origins and rela-
VKQPUJKRU��V[RKECN�QH�VJG�RQUV�OQFGTP�RJCUG�
in architecture, meant a renewed theorization 
QH�VJG�URGEKƂE�MPQYNGFIG��nNCPIWCIGo�CPF�
OGVJQFQNQIKGU�QH�VJG�CTEJKVGEVWTCN�FKUEKRNKPG��
6JKU�KPXGUVKICVKQP�KPVQ�VJG�nRTGUGPEG�QH�VJG�
RCUVo�YCU�HQNNQYGF�D[�VJG�UWDUGSWGPV�RJCUG�
of deconstruction, which, in a way, extended 
this investigation into the essentials of archi-
VGEVWTG�DWV�CDCPFQPGF�VJG�NKOKVGF�RGTURGE-
VKXG�QH�CWVQPQO[�CPF�QRGPGF�VJG�FKUEKRNKPCT[�
FGDCVG�VQ�VJG�RNWTCNKV[�QH�FKUEQWTUGU��6JG�
nQWVUKFGo�QH�CTEJKVGEVWTG�QHHGTGF�C�TKEJ�EQNNGE-
VKQP�QH�JKUVQTKE��RJKNQUQRJKECN��NKVGTCT[��OWUK-
cal and other sources for the architectural 
RTQLGEV��GKVJGT�CU�TGHGTGPEG�QT�HQT�UVTCKIJVHQT-
YCTF�CRRTQRTKCVKQP��

9KVJKP�VJKU�KPVGTRTGVKXG�NQIKE��VJG�GP-
gagement of the architectural discourse that 
evolved in the 1990s, with investigations into 
nVJG�EKV[o�
CPF�FGURKVG�KVU�NCVG�OQFGTP�OGPVCN-
ity), can be seen as a further extension of this 
FGXGNQROGPV��6JG�VJGQTGVKECN�ENCTKƂECVKQP�QH�
FKUEKRNKPCT[�MPQYNGFIG�CPF�VQQNU�KU�HQNNQYGF�
D[�VJG�ENCTKƂECVKQP�QH�VJG�ƂGNF�KP�YJKEJ�KV�KU�
UWRRQUGF�VQ�QRGTCVG��6JG�WTDCP�EQPFKVKQPU��
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Conditions research started by drawing a 
TGNCVKQPUJKR�DGVYGGP�*GNUKPMK�CPF�6CNNKPP�� 
HQNNQYGF�D[�CP�KPXGUVKICVKQP�QH�VJG�URC-
tial characteristics of both cities. In Tallinn, 
the examination of the level of fragmenta-
tion within the urban tissue led to two clear 
EQPENWUKQPU��(KTUVN[��VJCV�OQUV�URCVKCN�SWCNK-
VKGU�YGTG�VQ�DG�HQWPF�RTGEKUGN[�KP�VJG�GFIG�
conditions of the city and, secondly, that, in 
VJG�NCUV�FGECFG��VJG�RWDNKE�URCEGU�JCF�DGGP�
neglected to such an extent that their ab-
sence started to have a noticeable effect on 
VJG�EKV[��6JG�EQPENWUKXG�RTQRQUCN�VQ�nCEVKXCVGo�
PGY�RWDNKE�URCEGU�WUKPI�VJG�GFIG�EQPFKVKQPU�
QH�VJG�EKV[�OCTMU�VJG�GPF�RQKPV�QH�CP�KPXGU-
VKICVKXG�RTQ�EGUU�VJCV�EQPVCKPGF�UGSWGPEGU�
QH�TGCFKPI�CPF�OKUTGCFKPI��TGƃGEVKPI�CPF�TG-
YTKVKPI��CPF�VJCV�VTKGF�VQ�WPHQNF�VJG�RQVGPVKCN�
YKVJKP�VJKU�nEKV[�CU�CP�CNNGIQTKECN�YQTMo��

+P�JKU�KPVTQFWEVKQP�VQ�VJG�EJCRVGT�QP�
transgression, Gil Doron discusses the basic 
characteristics of transgression within the 
CTEJKVGEVWTCN�FKUEQWTUG��5VCTVKPI�YKVJ�VJG�RJK�
NQUQRJKECN�RGTURGEVKXG��VJG�VJTGG�MG[�TGHGT-
GPEGU�YKVJ�TGURGEV�VQ�VTCPUITGUUKQP�
$CVCKNNG��
Foucault and Tschumi) are discussed, as well 
CU�C�ENCTKƂECVKQP�QH�VJG�TGNCVKQP�DGVYGGP�
DQTFGTU�CPF�VTCPUITGUUKQP��&QTQP�FGƂPGU�VJG�
DQTFGT�CU�C�URCVKCN�GPVKV[�VJCV�KU�FKHƂEWNV�VQ�
EKTEWOUETKDG�RTGEKUGN[��[GV�CNYC[U�ETGCVGU�C�
nPQ�OCPoU�NCPFo�VJCV�PQ�QPG�KU�ENCKOKPI��&QTQP�
KU�MGGPN[�CYCTG�QH�VJG�KORQUUKDKNKV[�QH�CTEJK-
VGEVWTGoU�GPICIGOGPV�YKVJ�VJGUG�CTGCU��CU�
RWVVKPI�VJGO�nVQ�WUGo�YQWNF�CEVWCNN[�OGCP�VJG�
CPPKJKNCVKQP�QH�VJGKT�URGEKƂEKV[��6JG�CDUGPEG�
QH�C�VJGQT[�HQT�JCPFNKPI�UWEJ�RNCEGU�UJQWNF�
actually be considered a blessing in disguise: 
QPG�KU�VJWU�HQTEGF�VQ�FGXGNQR�C�UVTCVGI[�VJCV�
is based on an exact reading of each unique 
RNCEG�CPF�KVU�RCTVKEWNCT�EKTEWOUVCPEGU��

9KO�%W[XGTU�EQPENWFGU�VJKU�EJCRVGT�
YKVJ�C�FGUETKRVKQP�QH�JKU�RGTUQPCN�KPXQNXG-
ment with the conditions of the border, 
RCTVKEWNCTN[�KP�EKVKGU�VJCV�JCF�TGEGPVN[�DGEQOG�
VJG�UVCIG�QH�CP�KPVGPUG�EQPƃKEV��4GHGTTKPI�VQ�
his research in Sarajevo and Kinshasa/Brazza-
XKNNG��%W[XGTU�GORJCUK\GU�VJCV�YJGP�GZRNQT-
KPI�VJG�EKV[�KV�KU�KORGTCVKXG�VQ�YQTM�YKVJ�C�RTQ-
VQEQN�VJCV�KU�URGEKƂECNN[�PQV�C�OGVJQF��UKPEG�
UWEJ�RTQVQEQNU�YKNN�HQTEG�QPG�VQ�EQPEGPVTCVG�
on other, less obvious, or more marginal, 
CURGEVU�QH�VJG�WTDCP�GPXKTQPOGPV��6JG�VTWG�
border condition, according to Cuyvers, is 
UQOGVJKPI�VJCV�PGGFU�VQ�DG�RJ[UKECNN[�GZRGTK-
enced. He concludes that collective research 
KP�VJGUG�XGT[�URGEKƂE�CTGCU�KU��KP�HCEV��KORQU-

UKDNG��6TWG�n$QTFGT�%QPFKVKQPU�TGUGCTEJo�ECP�
only be conducted and executed alone, as 
an individual investigation, not limited by any 
MKPF�QH�JKGTCTEJKECN�UGV�WR��DG�KV�CP�KPUVKVW-
tional or a social hierarchy. In other words, a 
DQTFGT�EQPFKVKQP�ECP�QPN[�DG�RTQRGTN[�GZ-
RGTKGPEGF�KP�UQNKVWFG��C�0KGV\UEJGCP�nIQQFo�
solitude. 

Research as an Open-ended 
Exploration 

On the back cover of the Mutations book, 
C�UKORNG�UVCVGOGPV�TGCFU�n914.&���%+6;o��
$GUKFGU�VJKU�DGKPI�C�V[RKECN�GZCORNG�QH�VJG�
CRJQTKUVKE�UNQICP�EWNVWTG�FQOKPCVKPI�VJG�
CTEJKVGEVWTCN�TGUGCTEJ�RTCEVKEGU�QH�VJG�NCVG�
1990s, this statement stands in stark contrast 
to the most basic groundings of the Border 
%QPFKVKQPU�TGUGCTEJ�RTQITCOOG��+P�HCEV��VJG�
reverse of that statement could describe 
$QTFGT�%QPFKVKQPU�URGEKƂE�KPVGTGUV�KP�VJG�
EKV[��CU�KV�EQPUKFGTU�VJG�URGEKƂE��CPF�CV�VKOGU�
GOGTIGPV��URCVKCN�EQPFKVKQPU�HQWPF�KP�VJG�
EQPVGORQTCT[�EKV[�VQ�DG�C�TKEJ�ƂGNF�KP�PGGF�QH�
GZRNQTCVKQP�CPF��WNVKOCVGN[��EQORTGJGPUKQP��
In other words, the recognition that there is 
CP�CDWPFCPEG�QH�RQVGPV��[GV�NKVVNG�WPFGTUVQQF��
URCEGU�VJCV�CTG�KP�WTIGPV�PGGF�QH�EQTTGU�
RQPFKPI�VJGQTKGU��1H�EQWTUG��VJG�DQQM�LCEMGV�
statement mainly refers to the fact that, by 
PQY��CNOQUV�JCNH�QH�VJG�YQTNFoU�RQRWNCVKQP�KU�
living in cities, giving conclusive evidence of 
the fact that the urban condition will be the 
main objective of research for years to come. 
;GV��RTGEKUGN[�VJG�FGUETKRVKQPU�CPF�CPCN[UGU�
QH�VJG�HCEVQTU�VJCV�OCMG�WR�VJG�EQPVGORQ-
rary urban condition need to be revised and 
nuanced. To this end, Border Conditions 
HQEWUGU�QP�VJG�QDUGTXCVKQP��FGUETKRVKQP�CPF�
KPXGUVKICVKQP�QH�GOGTIGPV�URCVKCN�EQPFKVKQPU�
YKVJKP�EKVKGU�D[�GORJCUK\KPI�VJG�TGNCVKQPUJKR�
DGVYGGP�URCEG�CPF�UQEKCN�RTCEVKEGU��6JGUG�
RTCEVKEGU�EQPUVKVWVG�VJG�GXGPVU�QH�GXGT[FC[�
life and range from daily rituals to social ten-
UKQPU�VQ�CPQOCNQWU�CRRTQCEJGU�VQ�URCEG��
Border Conditions object of investigation is 
VJG�GPVKTG�CTTC[�QH�URCVKCN�RJGPQOGPC�CPF�
conditions, from the banal, the extraordinary 
VQ�VJG�KFKQU[PETCVKE��KP�CP�CVVGORV�VQ�WPFGT-
UVCPF�EQPVGORQTCT[�URCVKCN�RTCEVKEGU�VJCV�
UJCRG�VJG�WTDCP�EQPVGZV��

+P�VJG�DQQM�n#�(KGNF�)WKFG�VQ�)GVVKPI�
.QUVo��4GDGEEC�5QNPKV�SWQVGU�'FICT�#NNCP�
2QG�VQ�FGUETKDG�VJG�TGNCVKQPUJKR�DGVYGGP�
MPQYNGFIG�CPF�NQUKPI�QPGUGNH��n#NN�GZRGTK-
GPEG��KP�OCVVGTU�QH�RJKNQUQRJKECN�FKUEQXGT[��

YJKEJ�JCF�GOGTIGF�KP�NCVG�ECRKVCNKUV�UQEKG-
VKGU��QHHGTGF�CP�KPVTKIWKPI�EQNNGEVKQP�QH�URCVKCN�
RJGPQOGPC�VJCV�DGECOG�VJG�OCKP�TGHGTGPEG�
RQKPV�KP�VGTOU�QH�CTEJKVGEVWTCN�RTQFWEVKQP�CPF�
thus formed the basic material for architec-
VWTCN�FGUKIP�RTCEVKEGU��6JG�RTQRQUGF�KPVGT-
ventions were based on, or even an extension 
QH��FGUETKRVKXG�KPXGUVKICVKQPU��YJKEJ�OGCPV�
their relevance was measured by their direct 
GHHGEV�QP�EQORNGOGPVKPI�nTGCNKV[o��+PGXKVCDN[��
the last decade has seen an exhaustion of 
VJKU�KPSWKT[�KPVQ�VJG�nRTGUGPVo�YJKNG�UKOWNVC-
PGQWUN[�C�ETKVKSWG�QP�VJG�RTQLGEV�QH�ETKVKECN-
KV[�GOGTIGF��6JKU�nRTQLGEV�QH�RQUV�ETKVKECNKV[o�
ECNNGF�HQT�C�ITGCVGT�RTQCEVKXG�GPICIGOGPV�
of architecture, though this call was unfor-
tunately almost exclusively limited to the 
RTCEVKEG�QH�FGUKIP��

6JG�EQPVGORQTCT[�KPXGUVKICVKQP�KPVQ�
VJG�RTGUGPEG�QH�DQTFGTU��GXGP�YKVJKP�\QPGU�QH�
EQPƃKEV��KU�KPFGGF�KP�PGGF�QH�C�OQTG�RCTVKEK-
RCVQT[�GPICIGOGPV��$[�GZRNQTKPI�VJG�DQTFGT�
CU�C�URCEG�QH�GPEQWPVGT�CPF�D[�KPENWF-
ing bodily and sensorial readings, such an 
investigative focus would treat the border 
CU�CP�KORGTHGEV�URCEG�QH�nDGEQOKPIo��YJGTG�
differences exist in a non-hierarchical set-
VKPI��+P�QTFGT�VQ�CXQKF�QPG�URGEKƂE��TGUVTCKPGF�
KPVGTRTGVCVKQP�QT�WPFGTUVCPFKPI�QH�VJG�DQTFGT��
C�VTCPUFKUEKRNKPCT[�HTCOGYQTM�KU�PGGFGF��QPG�
VJCV�KU�IWKFGF�D[�CP�KPVGPVKQP�VQ�EQORTGJGPF�
VJG�PCVWTG�QH�VJG�EQPVGORQTCT[�UVCVG�QH� 
affairs, without reducing its heterogeneous, 
GXGP�GENGEVKE��PCVWTG��6JKU�TGUGCTEJ�RTQLGEV�
YQWNF�TGSWKTG�C�UGV�WR�VJCV�VTGCVU�VJG�DQTFGT�
CU�C�EQORNGZ�URCVKCN�FGXKEG�YKVJKP�VGTTKVQ-
TKCN�ƂGNFU�QH�ITGCV�FKXGTUKV[��CPF�HQEWU�QP�VJG�
URCVKCN�RTCEVKEGU�VJCV�WPHQNF�CTQWPF�DQTFGTU��
while maintaining distance from the discus-
UKQP�QH�OQTCN��GVJPKE�QT�UKORN[�KFGQNQIKECN�
RTGEQPEGRVKQPU�CPF�RTGLWFKEGU�CPF��UKOWN-
VCPGQWUN[��TGOCKPKPI�GSWCNN[�UEGRVKECN�QH�
nCTEJKVGEVWTG�CU�TGOGF[o��

Marginal Urban Areas
9KVJKP�VJG�EQPVGZV�QH�VJG�EQPVGORQTCT[�CTEJK-
tectural discourse, which has become im-
OGTUGF�KP�KUUWGU�QH�HTCIOGPVCVKQP��EQORNGZ-
KV[�CPF�OWNVKRNKEKV[��TGUWNVKPI�KP�GPWOGTCVKQPU�
and taxonomies of a nearly endless array of 
URCVKCN�RJGPQOGPC��VJG�EWTTGPV�FKUEWUUKQP�QH�
borders might indeed be considered as being 
VQQ�QDXKQWU��VQQ�WP�PWCPEGF��QT�RGTJCRU�VQQ�
locked into non-architectural considerations. 
How, then, to get out of the undifferentiated 
debate of borders as lines of division, as 

RQNKVKECN�\QPGU�QH�UGRCTCVKQP!�*QY�VQ�CXQKF�
RQNCTK\CVKQP�CPF�FKCNGEVKE�TGCUQPKPI�YJGP�
FKUEWUUKPI�FKXKUKQPU!�#PF��KP�OQTG�RTCEVKECN�
VGTOU��YJGTG�VQ�ƂPF�VJG�DQTFGTU�VJCV�CTG�DQVJ�
XKUKDNG�CPF�KPXKUKDNG��KP�C�URCEG�QH�GPFNGUU�
FKHHGTGPVKCVKQP!�*QY�VQ�CFFTGUU��HTQO�C�VJGQ-
TGVKECN�RGTURGEVKXG��KUUWGU�QH�HTCIOGPVCVKQP��
EQORNGZKV[�CPF�OWNVKRNKEKV[�YKVJ�TGURGEV�VQ�
URCVKCN�KPXGUVKICVKQPU!�5QOG�QH�VJGUG�FKHƂEWN-
ties can be negotiated by concentrating on at 
NGCUV�VYQ�CURGEVU��ƂTUVN[��CP�GZRCPUKQP�QH�VJG�
theoretical discussion of borders and, sec-
QPFN[��VJG�FGXGNQROGPV�QH�URGEKƂE�VQQNU�YKVJ�
YJKEJ�VQ�FGUETKDG�VJG�URCVKCN�YQTMKPIU�QH�C�
border. As a consequence, one of the meth-
QFU�GORNQ[GF�KP�VJG�KPXGUVKICVKQPCN�RTQLGEVU�
of Border Conditions concentrated on the no-
VKQP�QH�VJG�nOCTIKPCNo�
YJKEJ�KU��CU�UVCVGF�RTG-
XKQWUN[��CNUQ�VJG�RNCEG�QH�VJG�nDCPo���CPF�YGTG�
QRGPGF�WR�VQ�OQTG�FKXGTUKƂGF�CRRTQCEJGU�QH�
nOCRRKPIo�CU�VJG�URGEKƂE�VQQNU�YKVJ�YJKEJ�VQ�
FGUETKDG�CPF�OGCUWTG�VJGUG�URCVKCN�EQPFK-
VKQPU��+P�VJG�UGEQPF�EJCRVGT�QH�VJKU�DQQM��
VJG�RNCEG�QH�VJG�OCTIKPCN�KU�FGUETKDGF�KP�VJG�
EJCRVGT�VKVNGF�n'FIGo��YJKNG�VJG�RTCEVKEGU�VJCV��
consciously or not, test the limitations of the 
DQTFGT�CTG�FKUEWUUGF�KP�n6TCPUITGUUKQPo��6JG�
edge deals with the boundary of a surface 
QT�ƂGNF��FGUETKDKPI�NGHV�QXGT�URCEGU��YJKNG�
transgression deals with the other side of the 
DQWPFCT[��VJG�NKPG�VJCV�QPG�KU�PQV�UWRRQUGF�
to cross. 

6JG�nUKZ�OQPUVGTUo�,GPPKHGT�$NQQOGT�
discusses in her contribution all relate to 
CP�nGFIG�EQPFKVKQPo��/QPUVGTU�CRRGCT�CV�VJG�
GFIG�QH�VJG�OCR��KPFKECVKPI�VJG�RNCEGU�VJCV�
CTG�GKVJGT�WPMPQYP�QT�WPFGƂPGF��6JGUG�
monsters can be viewed as the indicators for 
fear of the unknown. Bloomer introduces the 
notion of the curling edge as an alternative 
VQ�VJG�EWVVKPI�GFIG��CPF�CU�C�OGVCRJQT�QT�
ƂIWTG�HQT�CTEJKVGEVWTCN�RTQDKPI��6JG�EWTNKPI�
edge is the gesture that allows imagination to 
come into existence. Moreover, it forms the 
XGT[�UWTHCEG�QPVQ�YJKEJ�VQ�RTQLGEV�C�OCRRKPI�
of that imagination. The overcoming of the 
border as a line of division is mentioned by 
$NQQOGT�CU�C�PGEGUUCT[�RJCUG�KP�CEMPQYN-
edging the border as a line drawn in sand: 
EQPUVCPVN[�KP�OQVKQP��WPFGT�KPƃWGPEG�QH�
HQTEGU�QH�GTQUKQP�CPF�GTCUWTG��GRJGOGTCN�CPF�
hard to describe or draw with exactitude and 
RTGEKUKQP�

6JKU�EJCRVGT�EQPENWFGU�YKVJ�C�RKGEG�D[�
-NCUMG�*CXKM�FKUEWUUKPI�VJG�RCTVKEWNCT�GFIG�
conditions in Tallinn, Estonia. This Border 
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teaches us that, in such discovery, it is the 
WPHQTGUGGP�WRQP�YJKEJ�YG�OWUV�ECNEWNCVG�
OQUV�NCTIGN[�o�5QNPKV�KU�UWTRTKUGF�VJCV�2QG�nKU�
EQPUEKQWUN[�LWZVCRQUKPI�VJG�YQTF�pECNEW-
NCVGq��YJKEJ�KORNKGU�C�EQNF�EQWPVKPI�WR�QH�
VJG�HCEVU�QT�OGCUWTGOGPVU��YKVJ�pVJG�WPHQTG-
UGGPq��YJKEJ�KU�RTGEKUGN[�VJCV�YJKEJ�ECPPQV�
DG�OGCUWTGF�QT�EQWPVGF��QPN[�CPVKEKRCVGFo��
So can one, in matters of research, actually 
nECNEWNCVG�WRQP�VJG�WPHQTGUGGPo!�+P�The Post-
modern Condition, Jean-François Lyotard 
CTIWGF�VJG�PGGF�HQT�RCTCFQZGU�KP�FGXGNQRKPI�
and extending existing knowledge through 
KOCIKPCVKXG�PGY�EQPEGRVU�QH�VJQWIJV��.[Q-
VCTF�KPVTQFWEGF�VJG�VGTO�nRCTCNQI[o�CU�VJG�
RTKPEKRNG�YKVJ�YJKEJ�VQ�FGUETKDG�VJG�PCVWTG�
QH�EQPVGORQTCT[�TGUGCTEJ��+P�nRCTCNQIKECNo�
TGUGCTEJ��EQPƃKEV�KU�EQPUKFGTGF�ETWEKCN�HQT�
CP[�UEKGPVKƂE�FGXGNQROGPV�DGECWUG�QPN[�
VJTQWIJ�EQPƃKEV�YKNN�PGY�OGCPKPIU�QH�FGGRN[�
ITQWPFGF��QNF�CPF�GUVCDNKUJGF�UKIPKƂECVKQPU�
become visible. Border Conditions similarly 
aims to achieve this by deliberately creat-
ing an investigative environment with: a 
UGPUG�QH�EQPƃKEV��KP�QTFGT�VQ�VGUV�GUVCDNKUJGF�
MPQYNGFIG��C�UGPUG�QH�EQPHWUKQP��KP�QTFGT�VQ�
ETKVKECNN[�SWGUVKQP�VJG�KPXGUVKICVKXG�VQQNU�CR-
RNKGF��CPF�C�UGPUG�QH�QRGPPGUU��KP�QTFGT�VQ�
DG�CDNG�VQ�CFLWUV�MPQYNGFIG�CPF�KPEQTRQTCVG�
PGY�ƂPFKPIU�CPF�WPGZRGEVGF�KPUKIJVU��
� 'ZRGTKOGPVCN�TGUGCTEJ�UVCTVU�YKVJ�CP�
QRGP�GPFGF�SWGUVKQP��YJKEJ��VQ�C�EGTVCKP�
GZVGPV��IWCTCPVGGU�VJG�KPEQTRQTCVKQP�QH�VJG�
state of uncertainty regarding the object of 
UVWF[�CPF�VJG�RTQEGUU�QH�KPXGUVKICVKQP�KVUGNH��
+V�TGSWKTGU�C�UVTCVGI[�VJCV�KU�TKIQTQWUN[�QRGP�
VQ�VJG�RQUUKDKNKVKGU�QH�nDGEQOKPIo��QH�KOCIKPC-
tion, of the crystallization of meaning, of ex-
RGTKGPEG��#P�QRGP�GPFGF�TGUGCTEJ�UVTCVGI[�
EQPUVTWEVU�MPQYNGFIG�VJTQWIJ�C�nDQVVQO�WRo�
RTQEGUU��TCVJGT�VJCP�KORNGOGPVKPI�MPQYN-
GFIG�KP�C�nVQR�FQYPo�OCPPGT��+P�HCEV��QRGP-
KPI�WR�VJG�FKUEQWTUG�VQ�VJG�GOGTIGPEG�QH�VJG�
RQUUKDNG��VQ�CP�WPNGCUJKPI�QH�RQVGPVKCN��OKIJV�
DG�TGOKPKUEGPV�QH�4QDGTV�/WUKNoU�nUGPUG�QH�
RQUUKDKNKVKGUo��YJKEJ�JG�RTQRQUGF�YQWNF� 
TGRNCEG�C�nUGPUG�QH�TGCNKUOo�KP�Der Mann 
ohne Eigenschaften. Fundamentally, such  
an investigational strategy would not even  
RTGVGPF�VQ�DG�CDNG�VQ�IQXGTP�VJG�EWTTGPV�
RTQEGUUGU�YKVJKP�VJG�EKV[��PQT�YQWNF�KV�RTG-
tend to offer solutions to straightforward 
RTQDNGOU��4CVJGT��VJG�CVVGORV�KU�VQ�IKXG�
KPUKIJVU�KPVQ�VJG�URCVKCN�YQTMKPIU�QH�VJG�VGT-
TKVQT[�D[�ENCTKH[KPI�VJG�RTQEGUUGU�VJCV�QEEWT�
and the agencies that act. The urban context 

becomes a terra incognita of in-between 
conditions, a territory where discoveries oc-
EWT�D[�RC[KPI�CVVGPVKQP�VQ�VJG�PQP�CRRCTGPV�

Systematic Urban Explorations 
6JG�KPXGUVKICVKXG�GZRNQTCVKQP�QH�EQPVGORQ-
TCT[�WTDCP�URCEGU�KU�RCTVKEWNCTN[�EJCNNGPIKPI�
when the outcomes are meant to inform or 
RWTRQUGHWNN[�nITQWPFo�EQPVGORQTCT[�CTEJK�
VGEVWTCN�RTCEVKEGU�KP�VJG�WTDCP�EQPVGZV��
7TDCP�URCEGU�CTG��PQYCFC[U��FKXGTUG�CPF�
EJCPIKPI��F[PCOKE�CPF�GRJGOGTCN��6JGKT�
investigation calls for a strategy of urban 
FTKHVKPI�
VJG�UQ�ECNNGF�nFÅTKXGo��VJCV�KPEQTRQ-
TCVGU�C�EGTVCKP�FGITGG�QH�KORTQXKUCVKQP�CPF�
allows for deviations and intuitive decision-
OCMKPI��&ÅTKXGU�JCXG�PGKVJGT�RTGEQPEGKXCDNG�
QWVEQOGU�PQT�RTGFGVGTOKPGF�QDLGEVU�QH�
KPXGUVKICVKQP�CU�VJG[�TGN[�QP�CP�QXGTNCRRKPI�
QH�GZRGTKGPEGF�URCEGU�CPF�GPEQWPVGTGF�
GXGPVU��CNQPIUKFG�JWPEJGU�CPF�RTKQT�MPQY�
ledge, to form an ad-hoc reading of the city. 
In The Principle of Disorientation from 1974, 
%QPUVCPV�HQTOWNCVGF�VJKU�RQVGPVKCN�QH�VJG�
FTKHV�YKVJ�YQPFGTHWN�RTGEKUKQP��nUVTC[KPI�PQ�
longer has the negative sense of getting lost, 
DWV�VJG�OQTG�RQUKVKXG�UGPUG�QH�FKUEQXGTKPI�
PGY�RCVJUo��6JG�VJKTF�EJCRVGT�KP�VJG�$QTFGT�
%QPFKVKQPU�DQQM��QP�n0CXKICVKQPo��FGCNU�YKVJ�
VJG�URGEKƂEU�QH�U[UVGOCVKE�WTDCP�GZRNQTC-
tions, which are considered systematic 
UKORN[�DGECWUG�VJG[�UVCTV�YKVJ�C�IKXGP�UGV�
QH�TWNGU��C�RTGFGVGTOKPGF�RTQEGFWTG�QT�C�
URGEWNCVKXG�VTCLGEVQT[�VJTQWIJ�C�UKVG�

+P�VJG�QRGPKPI�GUUC[�QH�VJKU�EJCRVGT��
(TCPEGUEQ�%CTGTK�FKUEWUUGU�VJG�KORQTVCPEG�
QH�PCXKICVKQP�KP�VJG�EQPVGORQTCT[�RTCEVKEG�
QH�VJG�WTDCP�FTKHV�CU�C�EQPEGRVWCN�VQQN�HQT�
KPXGUVKICVKPI�WTDCP�EQPVGZVU��*G�RQUKVKQPU�
VJKU�RTCEVKEG�KP�C�YKFGT��JKUVQTKECN�EQPVGZV�
and at the same time extends the idea of the 
FÅTKXG�D[�KPENWFKPI�VJG�RTQEGFWTCN�VGEJ-
niques of navigation with its counteract, the 
CEV�QH�UVQRRKPI��+P�FKUEWUUKPI�VJG�QTKIKPU�QH�
sailing in ancient societies, Careri considers 
VJG�GPEQWPVGT�YKVJ�nVJG�1VJGTo�CU�ETWEKCN�HQT�
the drift to succeed. The act of navigation 
measures the world based on the character-
istics and the inhabitants of the territory. The 
LQWTPG[�KU�KPKVKCVGF�YKVJ�VJG�CKO�VQ�GZRNQTG��
DWV�KV�PGGFU�C�nUVQRRKPIo�KP�QTFGT�VQ�OGGV��
6JG�IQCN�QH�VJG�FTKHV�VTCPUHQTOU�KPVQ�VJG�RQU-
sibility of an encounter in a territory more 
FKUVKPEV�VJCP�HCOKNKCT��#U�RTQQH�QH�VJG�KORQT-
tance of this attitude, Careri describes the 
RTQEGUU�QH�DWKNFKPI�C�JQWUG�HQT�VJG�4QOC�QH�

Rome, which the Stalker collective initiated 
and executed during the summer of 2008.

'ZVGPFKPI�VJKU�RNGC�HQT�FTKHVKPI�CPF�PCX-
igating the city, Oscar Rommens contributes 
to this argument by discussing the neglected 
side of navigation. Navigation has become, 
with the rise of easily accessible and avail-
able instruments such as GPS, TomTom and 
Google Earth, a means of getting quickly to a 
EGTVCKP�FGUVKPCVKQP��4QOOGPU�RNGCFU�HQT�VJG�
GZRNQTCVQT[�FKOGPUKQP�QH�PCXKICVKQP�D[�VCMKPI�
WR�VJG�ETWEKCN�TQNG�QH�PCXKICVKQP�CU�C�OGCPU�
QH�GZRNQTKPI�VJG�YQTNF��URGEKƂECNN[�VJTQWIJ�
the act of walking. Referring to artists such as 
Richard Long and Francis Alÿs, four different 
HTCOGYQTMU�QH�PCXKICVKQP�CTG�FGXGNQRGF��VJG�
NKPGCT��EKTEWNCT�CPF�QRGP�GPFGF�PCXKICVKQP��
CPF�VJG�FTKHV��+P�CNN�QH�VJGUG�V[RKECN�HQTOU�QH�
navigation, one could single out the issue 
QH�GUVKOCVKQP�QH�QPGoU�RQUKVKQP��VJG�nFGCF�
TGEMQPKPIo��#KOKPI�CV�VJG�RTQLGEVKQP�QH�QPGoU�
RTGXKQWU�MPQYNGFIG�CPF�URGEWNCVKQPU�CDQWV�
VJG�ƂGNF�QH�KPƃWGPEGU�YKVJQWV�GZCEV�KPHQT-
mation, in order to be able to determine the 
HWVWTG�EQWTUG�QH�GXGPVU��VJKU�nFGCF�TGEMQPKPIo�
VTCPUHQTOU�VJG�PCXKICVKQPCN�RCVJ�KPVQ�C�LQWT-
ney of discovery that entails external forces 
CPF�RQUUKDNG�VTCLGEVQTKGU�QH�VJQWIJV�

Mapping as an Index of 
Possibilities, Past and Future

#RCTV�HTQO�C�URGEKƂECNN[�FGƂPGF�QDLGEV�
of investigation and an inventive research 
OGVJQFQNQI[��QPG�CNUQ�PGGFU�VQ�FGXGNQR�
CPF�EQPUVTWEV�VJG�URGEKƂE�VQQNU�YKVJ�YJKEJ�
to conduct such research. Border Conditions 
GODTCEGU�OGVJQFU�QH�OCRRKPI�KP�QTFGT�VQ�
OCMG�VJG�KOOCPGPV�URCVKCN�EQPFKVKQPU�CEEGU-
sible, while at the same time remaining faith-
HWN�VQ�VJG�EQORNGZKV[�CPF�OWNVKRNKEKV[�QH�VJG�
RJGPQOGPC�CPF�RTQRGTVKGU�CV�JCPF��5RGEKCN�
CVVGPVKQP�KU�IKXGP�VQ�VJG�FGXGNQROGPV�QH�URG-
EKƂE�ECTVQITCRJKE�VGEJPKSWGU�GPCDNKPI�VJG�
TGIKUVTCVKQP�CPF�KPVGTRTGVCVKQP�QH�VJGUG�WTDCP�
RTQEGUUGU��/CRRKPI�KU�EQPUKFGTGF�GZEGRVKQP-
CNN[�TGNGXCPV�VQ�VJKU�GPF��HQT�VJG�OCR�DGEQOGU�
in many ways a distilled territory – a nearly 
VCPIKDNG�RNCEG��#U�&GPKU�%QUITQXG�UVCVGF�
in his book Mappings��VJG�OCR�KU�nVJG�OQUV�
UQRJKUVKECVGF�HQTO�[GV�FGXKUGF�HQT�TGEQTFKPI��
IGPGTCVKPI�CPF�VTCPUOKVVKPI�MPQYNGFIGo��+P�C�
OCRRKPI�RTQEGUU��VJG�VGTTKVQT[�KU�OGCUWTGF��
EKTEWOUETKDGF�CPF�FGOCTECVGF��6JG�OCR-
RKPI�KU�C�TGRTGUGPVCVKQP�QH�C�UQEKCN�EQPUVTWEV�
YKVJKP�C�URCVKCN�HTCOG�CPF�QHHGTU�C�OGCPU�VQ�
PCXKICVG�VJG�URCEG�KV�TGRTGUGPVU��

6JG�OCRRKPIU�VJCV�JCXG�VCMGP�UJCRG�KP�VJG�
$QTFGT�%QPFKVKQPU�RTQITCOOG�JCXG�VGPFGF�
VQ�VYQ�FKUVKPEVN[�UGRCTCVG��[GV�KPVGTTGNCVGF�
CURGEVU��VJG�OCRRKPI�QH�VJG�FÅTKXGU�CPF�VJG�
OCRRKPI�QH�C�EGTVCKP�URCVKCN�EQPFKVKQP��6JG�
QDLGEVKXG�QH�OCRRKPI�KU�VQ�UVCTV�KPEQTRQTCV-
KPI�GZRGTKGPEGU��RTQEGUUGU�CPF�GXGPVU�QH�
VJG�GZRNQTCVKQP�KPVQ�VJG�KPXGUVKICVKQP�QH�VJG�
WTDCP�EQPFKVKQP��6JG�FKHHGTGPEG�YKVJ�TGURGEV�
to the original intentions of the dérive is that 
VJG�OCRRKPI�QH�VJG�FÅTKXG�KU�PQV�QPN[�CKOGF�
CV�EJCPIKPI�VJG�RGTUQPCN�GZRGTKGPEG�QH�VJG�
individual that executes the urban drift, but 
it also serves as an investigative tool devel-
QRGF�VQ�TG�VJKPM�VJG�QDLGEV�QH�KPXGUVKICVKQP��
/QTG�URGEKƂECNN[��KH�QPG�EQODKPGU�VJG�WTDCP�
GZRNQTCVKQP�YKVJ�C�U[UVGOCVKE�EQPUKFGTCVKQP�
QH�C�PQVCVKQP�U[UVGO�VJCV�VTKGU�VQ�nECRVWTGo�VJG�
WTDCP�FTKHV��C�OCRRKPI�GOGTIGU�VJCV�PQV�QPN[�
VTCEGU�C�HCEVWCN�LQWTPG[��GZGEWVGF�KP�VJG�RCUV��
DWV�QRGPU�VJG�ƂPFKPIU�QH�VJG�VTKR�VQ�C�HWVWTG�
OQFKƂECVKQP�QH�VJGUG�PQVCVGF�
K�G��VTCPUNCVGF��
ƂPFKPIU��6JKU�KPUVTWOGPV�OCMGU�KV�RQUUKDNG�
VQ�EQPPGEV�VJG�URCVKCN�GZRGTKGPEGU�YKVJ�VJG�
observations and translates them into com-
RTGJGPUKXG�PQVCVKQP�U[UVGOU��#FFKVKQPCNN[��
CPF�OQUV�KORQTVCPVN[��VJKU�OCRRKPI�RTQEGUU�
includes the observer�CU�RCTV�QH�VJG�VGTTKVQT[�
VJCV�KU�DGKPI�OCRRGF��

Nowadays, the visualization of 
KPHQTOCVKQP�JCU�GXQNXGF�KPVQ�C�URGEKƂE�ƂGNF�
QH�GZRGTVKUG��+P�VJG�CTEJKVGEVWTCN�FKUEQWTUG��
statistics and data analysis, many times 
GZRTGUUGF�KP�VGTOU�QH�CNNWTKPI�ITCRJKECN�
OCRRKPIU��JCXG�UGGP�C�UWTIG�FWTKPI�VJG�
RCUV�VYQ�FGECFGU��(KIWTGU�CPF�FCVC�CTG�
EQPUKFGTGF�GHƂEKGPV�YC[U�VQ�SWCPVKH[�EGTVCKP�
FGXGNQROGPVU��CPF�UGXGTCN�CTEJKVGEVWTCN�
RTCEVKEGU�s�OQUV�PQVCDN[�1/#�CPF�/84&8�
KP�VJG�&WVEJ�EQPVGZV�s�JCXG�CVVGORVGF�VQ�
NGIKVKOK\G�VJGKT�YQTM�QP�VGPFGPEKGU�KORNKEKVN[�
GZRTGUUGF�KP�UWEJ�KPHQTOCVKQP�UECRGU��+V�
OC[�DG�KORQTVCPV�VQ�ENCTKH[�JQY�OCRRKPIU�
FKHHGT�HTQO�VJGUG�ITCRJKECN�UVCVKUVKEU��/CRU�
CTG�EQORNGZ�GPVKVKGU�EQPVCKPKPI�NC[GTGF�
information that exceeds any intended 
OGUUCIG��/GCPKPIU�GOGTIG�HTQO�OCRU�XKC�
GPICIGF�CEVU�QH�TGCFKPI��GZVTCEVKPI�RQUUKDNG�
OWNVKRNKEKVKGU�CPF�XKVCNKVKGU�HTQO�VJG�ƂGNF�QH�
TGRTGUGPVGF�TGNCVKQPU��#�OCR�JCU�VJG�RQYGT�
VQ�TGXGCN��YJGTGCU�KPHQTOCVKQP�UECRGU�QHVGP�
JCXG�C�RTGFGVGTOKPGF�nCIGPFCo��VJKPN[�ENQCMGF�
KP�ECTGHWNN[�UGNGEVKXG�UVCVKUVKECN�ƂIWTGU��
/CRRKPI�RGTOKVU�VJG�KOCIKPKPI�QH�QVJGT�
RNCEGU��RNCEGU�YJGTG�CNVGTKV[�KU�GZRTGUUGF�
CPF�YJGTG�RQVGPVKCNU�CTG�RTQDGF��
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EQORNGZ�RTQEGUU��YKVJQWV�YCPVKPI�VQ�RTQXKFG�
an end image of the region, thus leaving the 
HWVWTG�GUUGPVKCNN[�QRGP�CPF�CNNQYKPI�C�ƃGZ-
KDNG�RTQEGUU�QH�FGXGNQROGPV�YJGTG�ICKPGF�
insights can still alter the trajectory. For Bun-
UEJQVGP��VJG�6CKYCP�5VTCKV�KU�CP�GZRGTKOGPVCN�
KPEWDCVQT�QH�HWVWTG�RQUUKDKNKVKGU�TCVJGT�VJCP�
VJG�VGUV�UKVG�HQT�GZRQUKPI�VJG�EWTTGPV�UVCVG�QH�
affairs of architectural and urban solutions.

5CPFTQ�$KUCoU�EQPVTKDWVKQP�FKUEWUUGU�
the essential characteristics of Venice as it 
YCU�RTGUGPVGF�KP�VJG�8GPKEG�#VNCU�RTQLGEV��
The underlying idea of this atlas was the 
CEMPQYNGFIGOGPV�QH�VJG�8GPKEG�.CIQQPoU�
KORQTVCPEG�CU�C�VGTTKVQT[�QH�TGNCVGF�GPVKVKGU��
The lagoon consists of a collection of islands 
YJQUG�YCVGTU�JCXG�C�RWNUCVKPI�TGNCVKQP�YKVJ�
the Adriatic Sea. Venice forms the historical 
centre of this wonderful collection of water 
CPF�UVQPG��4GHGTTKPI�VQ�VJG�RTQHQWPF�EJCTCE-
VGT�QH�YCVGT�CU�C�TGƃGEVKXG�OGFKWO�VJCV�SWKEM-
N[�GTCUGU�CP[�VTCEG�NGHV�WRQP�KV��$KUC�RTQRQUGU�
VQ�UGG�8GPKEG�CU�VJG�OGVCRJQTKECN�GZCORNG�
of how the eradication of language can still 
RTQFWEG�OGCPKPIHWN�RNCEGU��0Q�NQPIGT�NKOKV-
ing the view to the city, Venice and its lagoon 
are seen in this version as the intertwining of 
entities, where the delicate balance between 
history and silence, erasure and memory, 
can constitute the basis for an understand-
ing of an urban form that still communicates. 
&GURKVG�VJG�ETKUKU�VJG�RTCEVKEG�QH�NCPIWCIGU�
JCU�DGGP�GZRGTKGPEKPI��VJG�EKV[�UVKNN�RTQFWEGU�
a writing that is being read on a daily basis. 

4CXKX�)CPEJTQYoU�EQPVTKDWVKQP�EQP-
ENWFGU�VJG�DQQM�D[�EQPVGORNCVKPI�VJG�RCT-
ticularities of Kaliningrad, Russia. The anoma-
NQWU�PCVWTG�QH�VJKU�EKV[�HQTOU�VJG�DCEMFTQR�
HQT�C�OQFGN�QH�VJG�EKV[oU�OCPKHGUVCVKQP�VJCV�KU�
UWUVCKPGF�PQV�D[�KVU�CTEJKVGEVWTG�CPF�KVU�RCUV��
but by the continuous daily engagement of its 
KPJCDKVCPVU�YKVJ�C�TG�TGCFKPI�CPF�TG�KPVGTRTG-
VCVKQP�QH�KVU�JKUVQT[�CPF�RNCEGU��6JG�JKUVQTKECN�
roots of this city were, after all, related to the 
former Prussian city of Königsberg. Ganchrow 
FGUETKDGU�-CNKPKPITCF�CU�VJG�QRRQUKVG�QH�C�
VCDWNC�TCUC��YKVJ�KVU�QTKIKPCN�WTDCP�RQRWNCVKQP�
TG�NQECVGF��VJKU�KU�C�FKCURQTKE�WTDCP�RQRWNC-
VKQP�KP�CP�GZKUVKPI��VJQWIJ�RCTVN[�FGOQNKUJGF��
EKV[��7TDCP�RTQEGUUGU�KP�-CNKPKPITCF�EQPHTQPV�
a collective that has no common ground 
GZEGRV�HQT�DGKPI�UWDLGEVGF�VQ�C�RQNKVKECN�
entity and being inserted into a city where the 
demolishment of historical traces has been 
CVVGORVGF��DWV�YJGTG�JKUVQT[�KU�UVKNN�RCNRCDN[�
RTGUGPV��5WEJ�FKUVCPEGU��ETGCVGF�D[�FKURNCEG-

OGPV��ECP�RGTJCRU�QPN[�DG�DTKFIGF�D[�O[VJU�
that re-establish this connection. Ganchrow 
CTIWGU�VJCV�RTGEKUGN[�VJKU�WPKSWG�EQPFKVKQP�
JCU�TGUWNVGF�KP�CP�WTDCP�NCPFUECRG�VJCV�QHHGTU�
URCEG�VQ�CP�GENGEVKE�CTTC[�QH�URCVKCN�RTCE-
tices, as well as committing the inhabitants to 
VJG�EKV[�VJTQWIJ�CP�KPXQNXGF�GZRGTKOGPVCVKQP�
TGUWNVKPI�KP�CP�WPRTGEGFGPVGF�XKVCNKV[�YKVJKP�
the city.

Borders within Urban Conditions
The border investigations of studio Border 
%QPFKVKQPU��RTGUGPVGF�KP�VJKU�DQQM��FGOQP-
strate that the border zones between two 
EQWPVTKGU��EQPVKPGPVU�QT�RCTVU�QH�EKVKGU�EQP-
tain anything but clear lines of division. In 
fact, what these factual investigations have 
DTQWIJV�HQTYCTF�KU�C�UGSWGPEG�QH�EQORNGZ��
layered territories and objects, divided by 
sometimes blurry and at other times straight-
forward lines. As a result, a sequence of 
different entities has come to light, some of 
which maintain a network of relations, while 
QVJGTU�CTG�QRGTCVKPI�CWVQPQOQWUN[��5QOG-
times the described borders tend to be clear 
CPF�CRRCTGPV��DWV�VJCV�UGGOU�VQ�DG�OQTG�VJG�
GZEGRVKQP�VJCP�VJG�TWNG��+P�IGPGTCN��DQTFGTU�
are vague. They form zones with uncertain 
CPF�ƃWEVWCVKPI�DQWPFCTKGU�CPF�ƂGNFU�QH�
KPƃWGPEG��6JG�EQPEGRV�QH�VJG�DQTFGT�KU�PQV�
UQ�OWEJ�C�YCNN�QT�C�HGPEG�DWV�TCVJGT�C�ƂNVGT�
CNNQYKPI�HQT�UGNGEVKXG�VTGURCUUKPI��1PEG� 
QPG�UVCTVU�VQ�KPXGUVKICVG�VJG�HCEVWCN�URC-
VKCN�RTGUGPEG�QH�DQTFGTU��QPG�ƂPFU�VJCV�VJG�
clear-cut borders actually consist of several 
DQTFGTU��6JG�\QPGU�CPF�CTGCU�QXGTNCR��EQPVTC-
dict one another or are the result of different 
URCVKCN�RTCEVKEGU�QT�LWTKUFKEVKQPU��

One common denominator of these 
investigations is that any border actually 
consists of a sequence of divisions that are 
WPUVCDNG�DQVJ�KP�URCEG�CPF�VKOG��6JG�FKXK-
UKQPCN�NKPGU�CTG�WPENGCT��OKIJV�QXGTNCR�QT�DG�
RTGUGPV�QPN[�VGORQTCTKN[��+P�UJQTV��DQTFGTU�
ECP�DG�GZVTGOGN[�UWDVNG��URCVKCN�FGXKEGU�
YKVJ�YQTMKPIU�CPF�KPƃWGPEGU�UVTGVEJKPI�HCT�
beyond their localities. Even though borders, 
urban limits and invisible edges are unstable, 
they can still be traced. Border research, as 
the collection of investigations in this book 
JQRGHWNN[�FGOQPUVTCVGU��KU�GZVTGOGN[�FKXGTUG��
RCTVN[�DGECWUG�VJG�DQTFGT�KU�CP�CTEJKVGEVWTCN�
artefact around which several discourses 
JCXG�GXQNXGF��KV�TGRTGUGPVU�RQNKVKECN�KFGQNQ-
IKGU��GZRTGUUGU�UQEKCN�EQPUVTWEVU��GZGTEKUGU�
NGIKUNCVKXG�RTCEVKEGU��GVE��0QPGVJGNGUU��QPG�

/CRRKPIU�EQORQUG�CP�KPFGZ�QH�HWVWTG�RQUUK-
DKNKVKGU�CU�VJG[�CTG�TGEGRVKXG�VQ�KPVGTRTGVCVKQP��
#�OCRRKPI�QHHGTU�C�UOCNN�UECNG�TGCFKPI�VJCV�
VWTPU�CP�CEV�QH�nOGCUWTKPIo�KPVQ�CP�nGZRNQTC-
VKQPo��#ODKIWKV[��EQORNGZKV[�CPF�QRGPPGUU�
CTG�MG[�VQ�VJG�ECVGIQT[�QH�OCRRKPI�VJCV�
UVWFKQ�$QTFGT�%QPFKVKQPU�JCU�DGGP�GZRNQTKPI��
'XGP�VJQWIJ�OCRRKPI�JCU�DGGP�FKUEWUUGF�
CV�NGPIVJ�KP�VJG�RCUV�VYQ�FGECFGU��EQPURKEW-
ously absent in these discussions are the 
TGNCVKQPUJKR�VJCV�OCRRKPI�OKIJV�CEVWCNN[�JCXG�
YKVJ�CTEJKVGEVWTCN�FGUKIP��PQV�QPN[�CU�C�UWR-
RQTVKPI�VQQN��DWV�TCVJGT�CU�CP�KPVGITCN�RCTV�QH�
VJG�FGUKIP�RTQEGUU��6JGTG�CTG�PWOGTQWU�GZ-
CORNGU�QH�WTDCP�CPCN[UGU�VJCV�JCXG�DGGP�RCTV�
QH��QT�KPEQTRQTCVGF�KP��VJG�FGUKIP�RTQEGUU��
DWV�VJG�ƂPFKPIU�QH�VJGUG�WTDCP�KPXGUVKICVKQPU�
JCTFN[�EQPUVKVWVG�IWKFKPI�FGUKIP�RTKPEKRNGU�
for an architectural intervention. To formulate 
VJG�RTQRQUKVKQP�UNKIJVN[�FKHHGTGPVN[��EQPVGO-
RQTCT[�CTEJKVGEVWTCN�FKUEQWTUG�GORJCUK\GU�
the urban context of architecture either via 
the collection of information or through an 
CPCN[UKU�QH�KVU�HQTOCN�RTKPEKRNGU��DWV�YJCV�
remains absent is both a theory and a design 
strategy that connects these two. 

Mapping Trajectories, 
Interfaces and Fields 

6JG�EJCRVGT�QP�OCRRKPIU�RTGUGPVU�GZCO-
RNGU�QH�VJGUG�RTCEVKEGU��6JG�OCRRKPIU�CTG�
QTFGTGF�CEEQTFKPI�VQ�VJG�RJGPQOGPQP�VJG[�
describe: the trajectory, the interface and the 
ƂGNF��6JGUG�VJTGG�VQRKEU�EQPUVTWEV�VJG�KPVGT-
RTGVCVKQP�QH�VJG�WTDCP�GPXKTQPOGPV�KP�VGTOU�
of the agencies or forces that create, mould 
and transform it. If a line indicates a bound-
ary, a trajectory transforms the static line 
into a dynamic movement across that terri-
tory. The trajectory introduces a continuous, 
UGSWGPVKCN�URCVKCN�GZRGTKGPEG�CPF�KVU�OCR-
RKPI�KU�DCUGF�QP�VJG�KPUETKRVKQP�QH�VTCEGU��6JG�
KPVGTHCEG�KU�CP�GZEJCPIG�ƂGNF�DGVYGGP�VYQ�
GPVKVKGU�CPF�KVU�OCRRKPI�ECP�DG�FGUETKDGF�CU�
C�YC[�QH�OGFKCVKPI�DGVYGGP�EQORNGZ��XKUWCN�
KPHQTOCVKQP�CPF�CDUVTCEV�VJQWIJV��6JG�ƂGNF��VQ�
EQPENWFG��TGHGTU�VQ�WTDCP�URCEG�CU�CP�GENGE-
VKE�ƂGNF�EQPVCKPKPI�CP�GZVGPUKXG�COQWPV�QH�
RQUUKDNG�GPVKVKGU��6JG�WTDCP�CTVKHCEV�QT�GXGPV�
DGEQOGU�CP�KPFKECVQT�QH�FKXGTUKV[��OWNVKRNK�
EKV[�CPF�EQORNGZKV[�CPF�KVU�OCRRKPI�FQGU�
PQV�KPXGUVKICVG�CP�QXGT�EQORNGZ�EJCQU�DWV�
rather a series of anomalies that constitute 
VJG�EQPVGORQTCT[�EKV[��+P�VJG�HQWTVJ�EJCRVGT�
QH�VJKU�DQQM��VJG�OCRRKPIU�QH�VTCLGEVQTKGU��
KPVGTHCEGU�CPF�ƂGNFU�CTG�LWZVCRQUGF�YKVJ�

VYQ�FKUVKPEVKXG�FKUEWUUKQPU��KP�VJG�ƂTUV�RNCEG�
YKVJ�C�JKUVQTKE�RQUKVKQPKPI�QH�VJG�nOCRRKPI�QH�
VJG�NKOGPUo�
#XGTOCGVG��CPF�C�EQPVGORQTCT[�
RTCEVKEG�QH�nNKOKPCN�DQFKGUo�
$WPUEJQVGP��CPF��
UGEQPFN[��YKVJ�C�URGEKƂECNN[�RQGVKE�TGCFKPI�QH�
EKVKGU�VJCV�CTG�EQPUKFGTGF�GZGORNCT[�HQT�VJG�
RTQHQWPF�EJCNNGPIGU�RQUGF�D[�EQPVGORQTCT[�
URCEGU�
$KUC�CPF�)CPEJTQY���

#V�VJG�QWVUGV�QH�VJKU�EJCRVGT��6QO� 
#XGTOCGVG�RNCEGU�VJG�EQPEGRV�QH�DQTFGT�
OCRRKPI�KP�C�JKUVQTKECN�CPF�EWNVWTCN�EQPVGZV�
by referring to the interest in liminality within 
VJG�GTC�QH�nNKSWKF�OQFGTPKV[o��5VCTVKPI�YKVJ�
C�FGUETKRVKQP�QH�VJG�KPXGUVKICVKQPU�KPVQ�VJG�
bidonville�KP�CTEJKVGEVWTCN�RTCEVKEGU�KP�VJG�
/CIJTGD�D[�UWEJ�ITQWRU�CU�)#//#�CPF�
CIAM-Algers, liminality was introduced in 
/QFGTPKUV�FKUEQWTUG�CU�VJG�NQEWU�QH�CRRTQRTK-
CVKXG�URCVKCN�RTCEVKEGU�KP�NQECN�UJCPV[VQYPU��
6JG�KPVGTGUV�KP�VJGUG�RNCEGU��WPFGTNKPGF�YKVJ�
thorough research, gave an insight into the 
KPJCDKVCPVUo�GPICIGOGPV�CPF�VJG�UWDUG-
quently achieved transformations in their 
living environment. In conclusion, Avermaete 
GORJCUK\GU�VJG�KORQTVCPEG�QH�OCRRKPI�CU�C�
RTCEVKEG�VJCV�RTQRGTN[�CFFTGUUGU�VJG�UVCVG�QH�
WPEGTVCKPV[�YKVJKP�EQPVGORQTCT[�OQFGTPKV[��
yet remains truthful to the acknowledged lack 
QH�EQPVTQN�QT�QXGTXKGY�QH�VJG�EQPVGORQTCT[�
city. The idea of getting lost within the com-
RNGZKV[�CPF�GPQTOKV[�QH�VJG�EQPVGORQTCT[�EKV[�
KU�PQV�EQPUKFGTGF�C�RTQDNGO��DWV�KU�RTQRGTN[�
GZRTGUUGF�D[�OCRRKPIU�QH�VJG�NKOGPU�CPF�
VJGTGHQTG�CP�CRRTQRTKCVG�VQQN�HQT�UVCTVKPI�VQ�
WPFGTUVCPF�VJG�EQPVGORQTCT[�EQPFKVKQP�QH�
the urban fabric. 

Consecutively, Raoul Bunschoten 
discusses his ongoing involvement with the 
Taiwan Strait, a zone where Mainland China 
and Taiwan are moving towards a common 
HWVWTG��KP�VGTOU�QH�DQVJ�EQPƃKEV�CPF�EQQRGTC-
VKQP��$WPUEJQVGP�WUGU�VJG�PQVKQP�QH�nNKOKPCN�
DQF[o�VQ�GZRNCKP�VJG�VJTGUJQNF�URCEGU�KP�
YJKEJ�VGPUKQPU�CPF�EQPƃKEV�CTG�EQNNGEVGF�CPF�
UWDNKOCVGF�VQYCTFU�RGTJCRU�PQV�UQ�OWEJ�C�
common goal, but rather a certain trajectory 
QH�FGXGNQROGPV��VJG�QWVEQOG�QH�YJKEJ�KU�PGK-
VJGT�UVCDNG�PQT�MPQYP�KP�CFXCPEG��*G�RTQRQU-
es the Urban Incubator as a tool for managing 
EQORNGZ�RTQEGUUGU��RTQXKFKPI�VJG�PGEGU-
UCT[�WTDCP�RTQVQV[RGU�HQT�IWKFKPI�VJG�HWVWTG�
of both cities across the Strait. Rather than 
RTQRQUKPI�VJG�QWVNKPG�QH�FGXGNQROGPV�HQT�
this area through interventions, Bunschoten 
FGXGNQRGF�C�UVTCVGI[�VJCV�CNNQYU�HQT�C�EGTVCKP�
measure of control and management of a 
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RTQRQUKVKQP�VJCV�GOGTIGU�HTQO�VJGUG�EQNNGEV-
GF�OCRRKPIU�CPF�RTQLGEVU�KU�VJG�HCEV�VJCV�KV�KU�
GZVTGOGN[�KORQTVCPV�VQ�XKGY�DQTFGTU�PQV�QPN[�
CU�URCVKCN�FGXKEGU�HQT�ETGCVKPI�UGRCTCVKQP�CPF�
UGITGICVKQP��DWV�TCVJGT�CU�URGEKƂE�URCEGU�QH�
GZEJCPIG��CU�URCVKCN�ƂGNFU�YJGTG�GPEQWPVGTU�
are situated and framed. 

How, then, to navigate this book
5KPEG�KVU�KPEGRVKQP�KP�������VJG�$QTFGT�%QPFK-
VKQPU�RTQITCOOG�JCU�GPEQWTCIGF�GZRGTKOGP-
VCN�CTEJKVGEVWTCN�TGUGCTEJ�CPF�FGUKIP�RTQLGEVU�
DCUGF�QP�KPXGUVKICVKQPU�QH�UQEKQ�RQNKVKECN�
EQPVGZVU��&WTKPI�VJKU�RGTKQF��VJG�TGUGCTEJ�
JCU�EQPEGPVTCVGF�QP�'WTQRGCP�EKVKGU�YJGTG�
URGEKƂE�WTDCP�DQTFGT�EQPFKVKQPU�EQWNF�DG�
discerned: a total of 20 cities have been 
investigated by means of different strategies 
HQT�WTDCP�GZRNQTCVKQPU�CPF�KPXGUVKICVKQPU�VJCV�
YGTG�URGEKCNN[�FGXGNQRGF�CPF�VGUVGF�D[�VJG�
UVWFKQ��6JKU�DQQM�TGƃGEVU�WRQP�VJG�PCVWTG�QH�
VJKU�RTQITCOOG�CPF�KVU�KPXGUVKICVKQPU��GZ-
RNQTCVKQPU��OCRRKPIU��VJGQTGVKECN�UVCVGOGPVU�
CPF�FGUKIP�RTQLGEVU�D[�QHHGTKPI�C�UVTWEVWTG�
VJCV�CNNQYU�HQT�OWNVKRNG�TGCFKPIU�CPF�OWNVKRNG�
KPVGTRTGVCVKQPU�QH�VJG�ƂPFKPIU��,WUV�CU�VJKU�
introductory text is an interweaving of the 
thematic content of the book with the back-
ground of the different methodologies devel-
QRGF�KP�VJG�$QTFGT�%QPFKVKQPU�RTQITCOOG��
the book is conceived as a constellation of 
GPVKVKGU�YJQUG�TGNCVKQPUJKRU�CTG�PGKVJGT�ƂZGF�
PQT�RTGFGVGTOKPGF��

6JG�GKIJV�EJCRVGTU��GCEJ�RTGUGPVKPI�
C�RCTVKEWNCT�VCMG�QP�VJG�nDQTFGT�EQPFKVKQPUo�
VJGOG��FGCNKPI�URGEKƂECNN[�YKVJ�GKVJGT�V[RGU�
QH�DQTFGTU�QT�V[RKECN�URCVKCN�EQPFKVKQPU��HQTO�
VJG�DCUKE�UVTWEVWTG�QH�VJG�DQQM��'CEJ�EJCRVGT�
is introduced by an invited scholar (buff-
EQNQTGF�RCIGU���HQNNQYGF�D[�C�UGNGEVKQP�QH�
UVWFGPV�RTQLGEVU�URGEKƂECNN[�FGCNKPI�YKVJ�VJCV�
VJGOG��#PF�GCEJ�EJCRVGT�KU�EQPENWFGF�YKVJ�
CP�GUUC[�D[�QPG�QH�VJG�UVWFKQoU�OGPVQT�UEJQN-
CTU�
DNWG�ITC[�RCIGU���RTGUGPVKPI�QT�TGƃGEVKPI�
WRQP�C�URGEKƂE�RTQLGEV�QT�WTDCP�KPXGUVKICVKQP��
6JGUG�QRGPKPI�CPF�ENQUKPI�VGZVU�HQTO�VJG�
DCEMDQPG�QH�VJG�DQQM��YJKNG�VJG�GZGORNCT[�
UVWFGPV�RTQLGEVU�CTG�KPUGTVGF�VQ�QHHGT�C�TCPIG�
QH�nHQWPF�TGCNKVKGUo�QH�DQTFGT�EQPFKVKQPU��6JGUG�
themes have been framed under the titles of 
ZONE, FRAMING, EDGE, TRANSGRESSION, 
NAVIGATION, TRAJECTORIES, INTERFACES  
and FIELDS.

Other readings of the book, along dif-
ferent lines, are also feasible. For instance, 
VJG�EJTQPQNQIKECN�QTFGT�QH�VJG�FGXGNQROGPV�

QH�VJG�$QTFGT�%QPFKVKQPU�RTQITCOOG�� 
CEEQTFKPI�VQ�YJKEJ�VJG�GKIJV�OCKP�EJCRVGTU�
CTG�QTICPK\GF��CPF�YJKEJ�KU�TGƃGEVGF�KP�VJG�
four major themes of the book: from urban 
TGUGCTEJ�CPF�CTEJKVGEVWTCN�FGUKIP�RTQRQUCNU�
TGNCVGF�VQ�EKVKGU�YKVJ�CP�GZRNKEKV�RTGUGPEG� 
of borders as a result of CONFLICTS AND 
TENSIONS, via an interest in MARGINAL  
URBAN AREAS, to SYSTEMATIC URBAN  
':2.14#6+105��CPF��ƂPCNN[��VQ�/#22+0)5�QH�

RGTKRJGTCN��'WTQRGCP�EKVKGU�KP�YJKEJ�EQORNGZ�
EJCTCEVGTKUVKEU�QH�WTDCP�CTGCU�CPF�URCVKCN�
conditions have been investigated. However, 
VJKU�EJTQPQNQIKECN�UGV�WR�QH�VJG�DQQM�UJQWNF�
PQV�RTGXGPV�VJG�TGCFGT�HTQO�DTQYUKPI�VJTQWIJ�
VJG�RCIGU�YKVJ�C�URGEKƂE�KPVGTGUV�KP�OKPF��GK-
ther related to theoretical notions, the nature 
QH�VJG�RTQLGEV�
VJGQT[��TGUGCTEJ�QT�FGUKIP���
URGEKƂE�EKVKGU��QT�EGTVCKP�CRRNKGF�OGFKC�
VGZVU��
FTCYKPIU��OCRU��RJQVQITCRJU��GVE����&GURKVG�
the necessarily fragmented nature of the 
DQQM��CP�CVVGORV�JCU�DGGP�OCFG�VQ�RTQXKFG�
KPUKIJVU�KPVQ�URGEKƂE�EJCTCEVGTKUVKEU�QH�EQP-
VGORQTCT[�URCVKCN�RTCEVKEGU�CU�YGNN�CU�UWI-
IGUVKPI�UVTCVGIKGU�CPF�EQOOGPVCT[�RGTVKPGPV�
VQ�VJG�EQPVGORQTCT[�CTEJKVGEVWTCN�FKUEQWTUG�

$QTFGT�%QPFKVKQPU�KPVGTRTGVU�VJG�PQVKQP�
QH�VJG�DQTFGT�KP�C�FGNKDGTCVGN[�QRGP�YC[��6JG�
work of the studio aims to seek new mean-
KPIU��NQECVKQPU�CPF�WTDCP�RJGPQOGPC�KPUVGCF�
QH�EQPƂTOKPI�QT�VGUVKPI�RTGEQPEGKXGF�CPF�
RTGEKUGN[�FGƂPGF�DQTFGTU��#NN�CNQPI��OCRRKPI�
JCU�DGGP�GORNQ[GF�CU�C�VGEJPKSWG�VQ�TGIKUVGT�
the different realities of the urban conditions, 
both visible and invisible, and it is simulta-
neously considered a method to initiate an 
CTEJKVGEVWTCN�FGUKIP�KPVGTXGPVKQP�CV�C�URGEKƂE�
location. Particularly this insistence on the 
interrelation between urban analyses, via a 
OCRRKPI�VQYCTFU�CP�CTEJKVGEVWTCN�RTQLGEV��
JCU�RTQXGP�VQ�DG�CP�GZVTGOGN[�RTQOKUKPI�
design method. What links the various Border 
%QPFKVKQP�RTQLGEVU�KU�RTGEKUGN[�VJKU�operative 
PCVWTG�QH�VJG�OCRRKPIU�CPF�TGUGCTEJ�GHHQTVU��
#P�CVVGORV�JCU�DGGP�OCFG�VQ�ENCTKH[�DQVJ�
VJG�TGUWNVU�QH�URCVKCN�RTQEGUUGU�CPF�QH�YJCV�
constitutes the rules, methods, and tools of 
VJG�URCVKCN�EQPƂIWTCVKQP�VJG[�RTQLGEV�QPVQ�
the city. The material collected in this book 
does not seek to offer a new set of investiga-
VKXG�TWNGU��PQT�FQGU�KV�UGTXG�C�URGEKƂE�KFGQ-
NQIKECN�RWTRQUG��4CVJGT��VJG�OCVGTKCN�KVUGNH�KU�
QH�KORQTVCPEG�JGTG��6JGUG�RTQLGEVU�GZRQUG�
URCEGU�QH�FGNKDGTCVKQP�VJCV�CTG�NCEMKPI�KP�
messages but teeming with suggestive mean-
KPIU�CPF�WPGZRGEVGF�RQVGPVKCN�
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