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P.S. THE EYE OF GOD IS IN THE DEE-TAIL1 
Text: Gil M. Doron 

�� 6JG�QTKIKPCN�RJTCUG�D[�/KGU�XCP�
FGT�4QJG�YCU�n6JG�G[G�QH�)QF�KU�
KP�VJG�FGVCKNo��&GG�VCKN�KU�GDQPKEU�
for details. If God is the word, or 
language, transgressing language 
is to blind God. See G. Bataille, 
Story of the Eye (New York: Urizen 
Books, 1977).
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‘Language does not exist independ-
ently of the play of taboo and trans-
gression. […] Where would we be with-
out language? It has made us what we 
are. It alone can show us the sovereign 
moment at the farthest point of being 
where it can no longer act as currency.’ 
Georges Bataille, Eroticism��R������

6JG�DQTFGT�KU�VJG�RNCEG�QH�VTCPUITGUUKQP��6Q�
GZKUV��VJG�DQTFGT�OWUV�GPXKUCIG�YJCV�KV�NKOKVU��
FGNKOKV�YJCV�KV�FGƂPGU�CU�VCDQQ��n6TCPUITGU-
sion does not deny the taboo but transcends 
CPF�EQORNGVGU�KV�o2 As such, it marks the 
URCEG�HTQO�YJKEJ�QPYCTFU�VTCPUITGUUKQP�
VCMGU�RNCEG��6JKU�FQGU�PQV�KORN[�WPK�FKTGE-
tional movement – the border and transgres-
UKQP�QEEWT�UKOWNVCPGQWUN[��+P�n2TGHCEG�VQ�
6TCPUITGUUKQPo��JKU�GWNQI[�VQ�$CVCKNNG��(QWECWNV�
IKXGU�VJG�OQUV�NWEKF�FGUETKRVKQP�QH�VJGUG�
URCVKCN�EQPFKVKQPU��n6TCPUITGUUKQP�KU�CP�CEVKQP�
which involves the limit, that narrow zone of a 
NKPG�YJGTG�KV�FKURNC[U�VJG�ƃCUJ�QH�KVU�RCUUCIG��
DWV�RGTJCRU�CNUQ�KVU�GPVKTG�VTCLGEVQT[��GXGP�KVU�
QTKIKP��KV�KU�NKMGN[�VJCV�VTCPUITGUUKQP�JCU�KVU�GP-
VKTG�URCEG�KP�VJG�NKPG�KV�ETQUUGU�o3 Considering 
this, the border, as a limit, is no longer a one-
FKOGPUKQPCN�NKPG��QT�LWUV�C�NKOKV��DWV�C�URCEG��
KP�$CVCKNNGoU�FGƂPKVKQP��C�nURCEG�QH�EQOOWPK-
ECVKQPo��$WV�TCVJGT�VJCP�C�FKUEWTUKXG�URCEG��
QT�C�URCEG�QH�FKCNQIWG�YJGTG�VYQ�UKFGU�EQP-
XGTUG��KP�VJKU�URCEG��n6JGTG�KU�PQ�NQPIGT�UWD-
LGEV�QDLGEV��DWV�C�p[CYPKPI�ICRq�DGVYGGP�VJG�
QPG�CPF�VJG�QVJGT�CPF��KP�VJG�ICR��VJG�UWD-
LGEV��VJG�QDLGEV�CTG�FKUUQNXGF��VJGTG�KU�RCU-
sage, communication, but not from one to the 
QVJGT��VJG�QPG�CPF�VJG�QVJGT�JCXG�NQUV�VJGKT�
UGRCTCVG�GZKUVGPEG�o4�-TKUVGXC�FGXGNQRGF�VJKU�
notion in her discussion of the abject, which 
KU�C�UWDLGEV�VJCV�PQ�NQPIGT�nUWEEGGF=U?�KP�FKH-
HGTGPVKCVKPI�KVUGNH�CU�QVJGT�DWV�VJTGCVGPU�QPGoU�
QYP�CPF�ENGCP�UGNH��YJKEJ�KU�VJG�WPFGTRKPPKPI�
of any organization constituted by exclusions 
CPF�JKGTCTEJKGUo�5�6JG�URCEG�VJCV�VTCPUITGU-
UKQP�RTQFWEGU�KU�VJGTGHQTG�GKVJGT�J[DTKF�6 or 
heterogeneous.7 

6JG�JGVGTQIGPGQWU�URCEG��UC[U�$C-
VCKNNG��nKPENWFGU�GXGT[VJKPI�TGUWNVKPI�HTQO�WP-
RTQFWEVKXG�GZRGPFKVWTG��=e?�6JKU�EQPUKUVU�QH�
everything rejected by homogeneous society 
CU�YCUVG�QT�CU�UWRGTKQT�VTCPUEGPFGPV�XCNWGo�8 
*GVGTQIGPGKV[�nKPFKECVGU�VJCV�KV�EQPEGTPU�GNG-
OGPVU�VJCV�CTG�KORQUUKDNG�VQ�CUUKOKNCVGo�9 The 
heterogeneous can be seen as the result of 
transgression or spacing.10 Heterogeneity has 
VYQ�QTFGTU�QT�URCEGU��VJG�JGVGTQIGPGKV[�QH�

the master and of the slave. The master radi-
cally differentiates himself from the slave, he 
ETGCVGU�VJG�QVJGT��DWV�JG�FGRGPFU�QP�KV�HQT�KVU�
OCUVGT[��6JG�UNCXGoU�JGVGTQIGPGKV[�KU�ETGCVGF�
by the fact that he does not have the means 
to make and differentiate, to make a secure 
CPF�ENQUGF�URCEG��n+H�VJG�JGVGTQIGPGQWU�PC-
VWTG�QH�VJG�UNCXG�KU�CMKP�VQ�VJCV�QH�VJG�ƂNVJ�KP�
which the material situation condemns him 
to live, that of the master is formed by an act 
GZENWFKPI�CNN�ƂNVJ�o11 but this exclusion cannot 
DG�C�EQORNGVG�QPG��UKPEG�VJG�OCUVGT�PGGFU��
at least as its horizon, its boundary, the ex-
cluded other.12 

For Bataille, architecture, such as the 
OQPWOGPV�CPF�VJG�OWUGWO��KU�VJG�OCUVGToU�
JGVGTQIGPGQWU�URCEG��+V�TG�RTGUGPVU��KH�PQV�
EQPUVTWEVU��nVJG�KFGCN�DGKPI�QH�UQEKGV[��VJCV�
YJKEJ�KV�QTFGTU�CPF�RTQJKDKVU�YKVJ�CWVJQTKV[o�13 
9JKNG�$CVCKNNG�GORJCUK\GU�VJG�GZENWUKQPCT[�
function of architecture, Foucault saw archi-
VGEVWTG�CU�C�YJQNG��CU�CP�KPENWUKXG�URCEG��
K�G��C�URCEG�VJCV�FQGU�PQV�GZENWFG�VJG�QVJGT��
DWV�CU�CP�CRRCTCVWU�QH�TGHQTO��/CP[�QH�VJG�
GZCORNGU�QH�JGVGTQVQRKE�URCEGU�(QWECWNV�FKU-
EWUUGU�KP�n1H�1VJGT�5RCEGUo��EQPXG[�VJKU�KFGC��
CPF�CU�UWEJ��JGVGTQVQRKC�FKHHGTU�HTQO�JGVGTQ-
IGPGQWU�URCEG��UKPEG�VJG�1VJGT�KU�OCFG�KPVQ�
a knowable, controlled, and often reformed, 
UWDLGEV��*QYGXGT��GXGP�KP�VJG�OQUV�QRRTGU-
UKXG�URCEG��JG�CEMPQYNGFIGF��VTCPUITGUUKQP�
ECP�VCMG�RNCEG�14 Therefore it can be conclud-
ed that both writers agreed that any socio-
URCVKCN�QTFGTKPI��YJKEJ�CTEJKVGEVWTG�KU�QT�JCU�
VJG�RQVGPVKCN�VQ�DG��KU�JGVGTQIGPGQWU��CPF�
CU�UWEJ�EQPVCKPU�VJG�RQUUKDKNKV[�QH�VTCPUITGU-
sion.15 Architecture becomes homogeneous 
only when we forget this foundation on which 
CTEJKVGEVWTG�KU�EQPUVKVWVGF��QT�YJGP�VJG�CT-
chitect, or the critic, conceal this heterogenic 
HQWPFCVKQP��9JGP��CU�&KCPG�)JKTCTFQ�RWV�KV��
VJG[�HCDTKECVG�nCTEJKVGEVWTG�QH�FGEGKVo�16 

The window as a murder tool
6JKU�KU�VJG�VCNG�QH�VJG�ƂTUV�EKV[��PCOGF�'PQEJ�
(its Hebrew root       means to inaugurate and 
also to educate), which Cain established in 
the land of Nod, the land of eternal wander-
ing, east of Eden.17 It is also the re-telling of 
VJG�CEV�VJCV�ECOG�RTKQT�VQ�VJG�DWKNFKPI�QH�VJG�
EKV[�s�VJG�OWTFGT��1T��VQ�DG�RTGEKUG��KV�KU�VJG�
UVQT[�QH�VJG�URCEG�DGVYGGP�VJG�RNCEG�CPF�VJG�
murder. The murder, which became a taboo 
only after it was committed, was engendered 
D[�)QFoU�TGLGEVKQP�QH�%CKPoU�UCETKƂEGU��VJG�
ETQRU�QH�VJG�NCPF��CPF�D[�JKU�CEEGRVCPEG�QH�

#DGNoU�DNQQF�UCETKƂEG��6JKU�VCNG�CRRGCTU�VQ�
FGOQPUVTCVG�VJCV�)QF�CEEGRVU�QPN[�PQP�RTQ-
FWEVKXG�GZRGPFKVWTG��GZVTCXCICPV�USWCPFGT-
ing and a total waste. Fruits and vegetables 
will not do, as they can always be made into 
EQORQUV��6JKU�EQPENWUKQP�KU�CUUGTVGF�CICKP�
YJGP�)QF�CUMU�#DTCJCO�VQ�UCETKƂEG�JKU�UQP��
#DGNoU�OWTFGT��K�G��VJG�URKNNKPI�QH�DNQQF�QP�
VJG�ITQWPF��TGRGCVU�VJG�DNQQF�UCETKƂEG�CPF�
VCMGU�KV�C�UVGR�HWTVJGT�s�VQ�KVU�EQPENWUKQP�s�VJG�
utter waste of human life.18�6JG�RWPKUJOGPV�
Cain receives, to become a nomad, ensures 
that he would continue with the blood sacri-
ƂEG��UKPEG�JG�EQWNF�PQ�NQPIGT�HCTO�VJG�NCPF��
.KMG�#DGN��JG�DGEQOGU�C�UJGRJGTF��JG�NQUGU�
JKOUGNH�KP�VJG�URCEG�JG�JCU�OCTMGF�YKVJ�JKU�
sovereignty.19�#PF�KP�VJG�YQTFU�QH�VJG�3WToCP��
n6JG�
UGNƂUJ��UQWN�QH�VJG�QVJGT�NGF�JKO�VQ�
the murder of his brother: he murdered him, 
CPF�DGECOG�
JKOUGNH��QPG�QH�VJG�NQUV�QPGU�o20 
6JG�EKV[�%CKP�DWKNV�VQQM�JKO�QPG�UVGR�HWTVJGT�
HTQO�VJG�NCPF�CPF�HTQO�RTQFWEVKQP��6JG�EKV[�
YCU�DQTP�QWV�QH�WPRTQFWEVKXG�GZRGPFKVWTG�
and loss,21 and at the same time came about 
to educate, as the name Enoch indicated, 
against such acts of transgression. 

It is to those ends one must go to un-
derstand architecture. As Bernard Tschumi 
CFXQECVGF��n6Q�TGCNN[�CRRTGEKCVG�CTEJKVGEVWTG��
[QW�OC[�GXGP�PGGF�VQ�EQOOKV�C�OWTFGT�o22 
6JKU�CEV�IKXGU�CTEJKVGEVWTG�KVU�FGƂPKVKQP�� 
n#TEJKVGEVWTG�KU�FGƂPGF�D[�VJG�CEVKQPU�KV� 
witnesses as much as by the enclosure of  
KVU�YCNNU�o23 Yet architecture is more than  
C�YKVPGUU�KP�VJG�KOCIG�VJCV�CEEQORCPKGU�
6UEJWOKoU�n#FXGTVKUGOGPVU�HQT�#TEJKVGEVWTGo��
The image, seemingly, does not show any 
OWTFGT�YGCRQP��6JG�OCP��YJQ�KU�UGGP�HCNNKPI�
QHH�C�DWKNFKPI��KU�CNNGIGFN[�DGKPI�RWUJGF�QWV�
of the window.24�6JG�YGCRQP��QDXKQWUN[��YCU�
the window that, willingly or not, enabled the 
murder. But the window as the murder tool is 
also an altar, and this transgressive offering 
QRGPU�VJG�CTEJKVGEVWTCN�QDLGEV�CPF�CTEJKVGE-
VWTGoU�UWDLGEV�VQ�CNVGTKV[��

There is no coincidence that the mur-
der tool Tschumi chose is a window. The 
window, arguably, is one of the most ambigu-
ous architectural elements: it simultaneously 
HTCOGU�VJG�QWVUKFG��UWDLGEVU�KV�VQ�VJG�RTKXCVG�
IC\G��CPF�DTKPIU�VJG�QWVUKFG�KPVQ�VJG�RTKXCVG�
URCEG��+V�VJWU�EQPVCOKPCVGU�VJG�GPENQUWTG�
and the self. As such, as Le Corbusier noted, 
VJG�YKPFQY�KU�ƂTUV�QH�CNN�C�RNCEG�QH�EQOOWPK-
cation.25 If we understand this communication 
as Bataille conceived the word, the window 

DGEQOGU�VJG�RNCEG�QH�JGVGTQIGPGKV[�RCT�GZ-
cellence. While the window, as an architec-
tural object, is heterogenic, the question of 
agency is still relevant. It is more likely than 
PQV�VJCV�VJG�CTEJKVGEV�YJQ�RNCEGF�VJG�YKPFQY�
did not envisage it as a murder tool. To com-
mit a murder there must be a willing subject. 
#U�(QWECWNV�PQVGF��n+H�QPG�YGTG�VQ�ƂPF�C�
RNCEG��CPF�RGTJCRU�VJGTG�CTG�UQOG��YJGTG�
NKDGTV[�KU�GHHGEVKXGN[�GZGTEKUGF��QPG�YQWNF�ƂPF�
that this is not owing to the order of objects, 
DWV�QPEG�CICKP��QYKPI�VQ�VJG�RTCEVKEG�QH� 
NKDGTV[�o26

Urban nomads 
+P�VJG�NCVG�����U��6UEJWOK�GZRGTKOGPVGF�YKVJ�
his students at the AA with guerrilla tactics, in 
YJKEJ�RNCEGU�YGTG�QEEWRKGF�CPF�VTCPUHQTOGF�
VGORQTCTKN[�27 This kind of transgressive  
CEVKQP��YJKEJ�JG�ECNNGF�n'ZGORNCT[�#EVKQPUo��
YGTG�KPURKTGF�D[�VJG������TKQVU�CPF�VJG�VCMG�
over of buildings and subverting their uses. 
These actions can be linked to Michel de Cer-
VGCWoU�VCEVKEU�28�#�VCEVKE�nKPUKPWCVGU�KVUGNH�KPVQ�
VJG�QVJGToU�RNCEG��HTCIOGPVCTKN[��YKVJQWV�VCM-
ing it over in its entirety, without being able 
VQ�MGGR�KV�CV�C�FKUVCPEGo29 and can be seen 
as an activity that transgresses the formal 
QT�RTQITCOOCVKE�DQWPFCTKGU�QH�C�RTG�IKXGP�
QT�FGUKIPGF�URCEG��5QOG�QH�VJGUG�CEVKXKVKGU��
HQT�GZCORNG�UGNH�OCFG�JQOGNGUU�UJGNVGTU�30 
QT�ITCHƂVK�31�JCXG�ENGCT�URCVKCN�CPF�HQTOCN�
OCPKHGUVCVKQPU��5VTGGV�RTQUVKVWVGU32 and street 
RGTHQTOGTU��QP�VJG�QVJGT�JCPF��JCXG�QPN[�
VJGKT�DQFKGU�CU�VQQNU�VQ�EQPUVTWEV�C�nEQOOGT-
EKCN�GPXKTQPOGPVo��DWV�EQPUKFGTKPI�VJG�GHHGEV�
QP�VTCHƂE�CPF�RGFGUVTKCP�ƃQYU��HQT�GZCORNG��
VJGKT�OQFGUV�OGCPU�QHVGP�JCXG�UKIPKƂECPV�
URCVKCN�GHHGEVU�
PQV�VQ�OGPVKQP�RWDNKE�CPF�
RTKXCVG��EQPUWORVKQP��NCDQWT��IGPFGT��JGCNVJ�
and safety issues, etc., all of which are a great 
EQPEGTP�KP�VJG�EQPUVTWEVKQP�QH�RWDNKE�URCEG���
Other activities, such as skateboarding,33 buil-
FGTKPI��HTGG�TWPPKPI�QT�RCTMQWT34 are involved 
KP�ƂTUV�JCPF�
CPF�NGI��EQPVCEV�YKVJ�VJG�DWKNV�
environment, but do not aim to alter it in any 
way – on the contrary, without the borders 
or obstacles they cannot be conceived. This 
does not mean, however, that such activities 
CTG�PQV�ETKVKECN��CU�ENGCTN[�UGGP�KP�VJG�RTGFG-
EGUUQT�QH�UWEJ�RQUUKDKNKVKGU��VJG�5KVWCVKQPKUVoU�
dérive.35 

These street communities can be 
thought of as urban nomads.36 The term was 
EQKPGF�D[�5RTCFNG[�VQ�FGUETKDG�JQOGNGUU�
RGQRNG��DWV�KV�JCU�PQV�OWEJ�VQ�FQ�YKVJ�VJGKT�
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movement through the city, which usually is 
fairly limited, but rather with their residing in 
VJG�RWDNKE�RNCEG��n6JGUG�OGP�CTG�WTDCP�PQ-
mads, because they live much of their lives 
KP�RWDNKE�RNCEGU�o37 Deleuze and Guattari also 
refer to urban nomads in their discussion of 
nomadism.38 In reference to nomadic tribes, 
they describe nomads as the ones that reside 
KP�VJG�DQTFGTNCPFU�DGVYGGP�RNCEGU��QT��CU�
VJG[�TGHGT�VQ�KV��KP�UOQQVJ�URCEG��6JG[�CTIWG�
VJCV�VJG�PQOCFU�ETGCVG�VJG�UOQQVJ�URCEG�
CU�OWEJ�CU�VJG�UOQQVJ�URCEG�ETGCVGU�VJG�
nomads. The borderland is created by deter-
TKVQTKCNK\CVKQP��VJG�QRGPKPI�QH�C�PQ�OCPoU�NCPF�
between two territories, and the nomads 
CTG�VJG�nXGEVQTU�QH�FGVGTTKVQTKCNK\CVKQPo�39 The 
WTDCP�PQOCFU�VTCPUITGUU�URCVKCN�CPF�QT�UQ-
cial boundaries but they do not create new 
FGƂPGF�QPGU��6JG[��CU�&G�%GTVGCW40 argued, 
FQ�PQV�VCMG�RNCEG��PQV�GPVKTGN[��QT��CU�&GTTKFC�
discusses it in another context, they take 
RNCEG�RNCEGNGUUN[�41�6JKU�URCEG�KU�VJGTGHQTG�
D[�FGƂPKVKQP�WPFGƂPGF�CPF�CU�UWEJ��&GNGW\G�
CPF�)WCVVCTK�FGUETKDG�VJG�PQOCF�URCEG�CU�
heterogeneous.42�$GECWUG�UWEJ�URCEG�FQGU�
PQV�JCXG�FGƂPGF�DQWPFCTKGU�KV�ECPPQV�DG�
autonomous, and, conversely, it cannot be 
TGXQNWVKQPCT[��K�G��CKOKPI�VQ�TGRNCEG�VJG�GZKUV-
KPI�URCEG��#U�ECP�ENGCTN[�DG�UGGP�YKVJ�VJG�
urban nomads and De Certeau tactics, they 
TGN[�QP�VJG�URCEG�YJKEJ�VJG[�VTCPUITGUU�43 
In relation to this argument, the following 
RCTCITCRJ�HTQO�(QWECWNVoU�n2TGHCEG�VQ�6TCPU-
ITGUUKQPo�KU�KORQTVCPV��n6TCPUITGUUKQP�FQGU�
PQV�UGGM�VQ�QRRQUG�QPG�VJKPI�VQ�CPQVJGT��PQT�
FQGU�KV�CEJKGXG�KVU�RWTRQUG�VJTQWIJ�OQEMGT[�
QT�D[�WRUGVVKPI�VJG�UQNKFKV[�QH�HQWPFCVKQPU��
it does not transform the other side of the 
mirror, beyond an invisible and uncrossable 
NKPG��KPVQ�C�INKVVGTKPI�GZRCPUG��6TCPUITGUUKQP�
is neither violence in a divided world (in an 
ethical world) nor a victory over limits (in a 
FKCNGEVKECN�QT�TGXQNWVKQPCT[�YQTNF���CPF�GZ-
actly for this reason, its role is to measure 
VJG�GZEGUUKXG�FKUVCPEG�VJCV�KV�QRGPU�CV�VJG�
JGCTV�QH�VJG�NKOKV�CPF�VQ�VTCEG�VJG�ƃCUJKPI�NKPG�
that causes the limit to arise. Transgression 
EQPVCKPU�PQVJKPI�PGICVKXG��DWV�CHƂTOU�NKOKVGF�
DGKPI�s�CHƂTOU�VJG�NKOKVNGUUPGUU�KPVQ�YJKEJ�
KV�NGCRU�CU�KV�QRGPU�VJKU�\QPG�VQ�GZKUVGPEG�HQT�
VJG�ƂTUV�VKOG�o44 

Placeless place 
As Foucault asserts, transgression has its 
RNCEG�CV�VJG�NKOKV��QT�VJG�DQTFGT��$WV�UKPEG�
VJG�DQTFGT�KU�PQ�
OCPoU��RNCEG��VQ�ƂPF�KV�KU�C�

VTKEM[�GPFGCXQWT��#P�QDXKQWU�RNCEG�VQ�UVCTV�
CTG�CEVWCN�DQTFGTU��CPF�YKVJ�#WIÅoU�CTVKEWNC-
VKQP�QH�VJG�RNCEGU�QH�VJG�DQTFGT�
VTCPURQTV��
transit, and waiting rooms, lobbies, etc.), he 
FGUETKDGU�CU�PQP�RNCEG��n+H�C�RNCEG�ECP�DG�FG-
ƂPGF�CU�TGNCVKQPCN��JKUVQTKECN�CPF�EQPEGTPGF�
YKVJ�KFGPVKV[��VJGP�C�URCEG�YJKEJ�ECPPQV�DG�
FGƂPGF�CU�TGNCVKQPCN��JKUVQTKECN��QT�EQPEGTPGF�
YKVJ�KFGPVKV[�YKNN�DG�C�PQP�RNCEG�o45 The non-
RNCEG�KPFGGF�FGRKEVU�CEEWTCVGN[�VJG�DQT-
der, and while these are three-dimensional 
URCEGU��VJG[�CTG��KP�CP[�QVJGT�UGPUG��KFGPVKECN�
to the border itself and not transgressive. 
Transgression, on the contrary, is always re-
lational, acknowledges history and concerns 
KFGPVKV[��YJKEJ�KV�CNYC[U�EQORNKECVGU��DWV�
does not negate. Indeed, there are transgres-
UKXG�GNGOGPVU�KP�UWEJ�PQP�RNCEGU��PQVCDN[�
GZVTCXCICPV�GZRGPFKVWTGU�QH�VKOG��CPF�GZEGU-
UKXG�EQPUWORVKQP��DWV�VJGUG�GZRGPFKVWTGU�FQ�
PQV�FKUVWTD�VJG�YQTMKPI�QH�VJG�URCEG��6JG[�CTG�
GPHQTEKPI�KV��KH�PQV�CEVWCNN[�RTQFWEKPI�KV�����

� #PQVJGT�URCEG�VJCV�UGGOU�VQ�GODQF[�
VTCPUITGUUKQP�KU�(QWECWNVoU�JGVGTQVQRKC�46 
YJKEJ�+�CNTGCF[�CUUQEKCVGF�YKVJ�$CVCKNNGoU� 
JGVGTQIGPGQWU�URCEG��6JG�JGVGTQVQRKC�KU�
often triggered by transgression, hence 
(QWECWNV�VCNMU�CDQWV�VJG�JGVGTQVQRKC�QH�ETKUKU�
CPF�QH�EQORGPUCVKQP��CPF�IKXGU�GZCORNGU�QH�
XCTKQWU�URCEGU�KP�YJKEJ�VTCPUITGUUQTU�CTG�DG-
KPI�RWV�KPVQ��LCKNU��RU[EJKCVTKE�JQURKVCNU��EQNQ-
nies, circuses, honeymoon hotels, cinemas, 
GVE��;GV��FGURKVG�VJG�HCEV�VJCV�VJGUG�URCEGU�
are triggered by transgression, the transgres-
UKQP�KP�VJGUG�RNCEGU�KU�CTTGUVGF�D[�DQTFGT�RC-
VTQN��(QWECWNV�CFOKVU�VJCV�VJG�JGVGTQVQRKC�JCU�
C�nRTGEKUG�CPF�YGNN�FGƂPGF�HWPEVKQP�YKVJKP�
UQEKGV[o�47�CPF�VJKU�TQNG�KU��IGPGTCNN[�URGCMKPI��
of waste control. Transgression here does 
PQV�FKUCRRGCT��1P�VJG�EQPVTCT[��KV�DGEQOGU�C�
subject, but a subject to be managed with the 
CKO�QH�RTGUGTXKPI��KH�PQV�TGIGPGTCVKPI��VJG�UQ-
EKCN�DQF[��CPF�YQTM�48 and transgression, Ba-
VCKNNG�PQVGF��KP�ECORGT�YKVJ�YQTM��KU�C�ICOG�49 

� n0Q�OCPoU�NCPFo�KU�RTQDCDN[�VJG�OQUV�
CFGSWCVG�VGTO�HQT�FGUETKDKPI�VJG�URCEG�
VTCPUITGUUKQP�QRGPU�CV�VJG�JGCTV�QH�VJG�DQT-
FGT��+V�KU�VJG�EKV[oU�UECRGIQCV�CPF�VJG�QPG�VJCV�
CTEJKVGEVWTG�UCETKƂEGU�VQ�OCKPVCKP�VJG�EKV[oU�
ITQYVJ��*GTG�+�CO�PQV�TGHGTTKPI�VQ�VJG�nPQ�
OCPoU�NCPFUo�QH�KPVGTPCVKQPCN�DQTFGTU��DWV�VQ�
,COGUQPoU�WUG�QH�VJG�VGTO�VQ�U[ODQNK\G�VJG�
RQUVOQFGTP�EQPFKVKQP��CPF�VJG�URCEG�VJCV�
JCU�TGRNCEGF�VJG�DQWTIGQKU�RWDNKE�URCEG�50 
0Q�OCPoU�NCPF��CU�C�RQUVEKXKN�URCEG��ECP�DG�
referred to as the generic term for (un)certain Tokyo cart and cycle
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WTDCP�URCEGU��FGCF�\QPGU��VGTTCKPU�XCIWGU��
derelict areas, urban voids.51 I am not refer-
ring only to former industrial areas,52 but a 
OWNVKRNKEKV[�QH�UOCNNGT�UECNG��VGORQTCT[�DQPF�
URCEGU��YJKEJ�GZKUV�CNN�QXGT�VJG�EKV[�53 These 
URCEGU��YJKEJ�CTG�PQV�GCU[�VQ�KFGPVKH[�GZCEVN[�
because they are not autonomous, consist 
QH�RCTVKEWNCT�URCVKCN�CPF�GEQPQOKE�EQPFK-
VKQPU�VJCV�OCMG�VJGO�TGEGRVKXG�VQ�WUGU�CPF�
or events considered to be transgressive. To 
RWV�KV�OQTG�RTGEKUGN[��VJG�URCEGU�+�CO�VCNMKPI�
CDQWV�CTG�PQV�EGTVCKP�IGQITCRJKECN�RNCEGU��
but they came about only through the infor-
mal, tactic-like activities that occur in them. 
6JGUG�URCEGU�CEV�CU�C�EQPVTCUV�VQ�VJG�QXGT-
TGIWNCVGF��CPF�QHVGP�UGITGICVGF��HQTOCN�RWD-
NKE�URCEGU�54�CPF�VJG[�ECP�DG�CHƂNKCVGF�YKVJ�
$CVCKNNGoU�EQPEGRV�QH�PQP�RTQFWEVKXG�GZRGPFK-
ture on various levels. I tend to agree with 
5QN¼�/QTCNGUo�YCTPKPI�VJCV�CTEJKVGEVU��CV�NGCUV�
VJQUG�YJQ�YQTM�VJTQWIJ�EQPXGPVKQPCN�RTCE-
VKEG��ECPPQV�KPVGTXGPG�KP�UWEJ�RNCEGU�YKVJQWV�
EQNQPK\KPI�VJGO�CPF�GORV[KPI�VJGO�QH�VJGKT�
SWCNKVKGU��#U�nCOQTRJQWU��WPTGRTGUGPVCDNGo55 
URCEGU��WPRTQITCOOGF�CPF�WPRTQFWEVKXG��
VJG[�HWPFCOGPVCNN[�QRRQUG�CP[�CTEJKVGEVWTCN�
QRGTCVKQP��9JGP�UWEJ�URCEGU�CTG�KFGPVKƂGF�
and categorized, they are most likely to be 
nFGUKIPGF�QWVo�DGECWUG�VJG[�CTG�EQPUKFGTGF�
a waste and/or a threat.56 Even when working 
YKVJ�UWEJ�URCEGU��CPF�YKVJ�VJG�DGUV�KPVGP-
VKQPU��VJG[�CTG�CNOQUV�CNYC[U�RWV�VQ�work. To 
traverse the requirement of academia, the 
RTQHGUUKQP��VJG�KPFWUVT[�CPF�VJG�RQNKVKEU�QH�
CPF�CTQWPF�VJG�RTCEVKEG�QH�FGUKIP��CP[�CV-
VGORV�VQ�GPIGPFGT�UWEJ�URCEGU�KP�RTCEVKEG�
could not be discursive, let alone, manifest-
GF��6JG�QPN[�QRVKQPU�VJCV�+�ECP�UGG�s�CPF�VJG[�
CTG�PQV�GCU[�QPGU��CU�+�JCXG�GZRGTKGPEGF�KP�
DQVJ�CECFGOKC�CPF�RTCEVKEG�s�CTG�VQ�EQPVCOK-
nate architecture itself with the undeniable 
SWCNKVKGU�QH�UWEJ�URCEGU�CPF�VQ�VTCPUITGUU�VJG�
DQWPFCTKGU�QH�HCOKNKCT�CTEJKVGEVWTCN�RTCEVKEGU��
There is no formula here, not even a theory. 
'CEJ�UVTCVGI[��GCEJ�RTQLGEV��GCEJ�URCEG��
YKNN�JCXG�VQ�DG�EQPUKFGTGF�D[�VJG�RCTVKEWNCT�
boundaries it transgresses.   

P.S. 1  ‘The Master’s Tools Will Never Disman-
tle the Master’s House’, Audrey Lorde.57 

P.S. 2  ‘Maintaining the futural possibility of 
the yet-to-be as a quality of the present 
allows, on the one hand for the capa-
city for innovation and experimentation 
to be a quality of the present and not 

the consequence of simple specula-
tion. On the other hand it precludes 
the possibility of prescription precisely 
because the future is contained as that 
which awaits precise programmatic 
possibility within a setting which is  
itself already at work. The important 
consequence is that an architecture 
that allows for a future possibility can-
not itself determine – architecturally – 
the form that the future will take’,  
Andrew Benjamin.58  

A few years after the Parc de la Villette was 
QRGPGF��+�YCU�FKUEWUUKPI�VJG�QUVGPUKDNG�
VTCPUITGUUKXGPGUU�QH�VJG�RTQLGEV�YKVJ�O[�
UVWFGPVU��#�HGNNQY�CTEJKVGEV��YJQ�JCRRGPGF�
VQ�DG�CV�VJG�UVWFKQ��TGOCTMGF�VJCV�VJG�RCTMoU�
HQNNKGU�UGGOGF�VQ�DG�C�HCKNWTG��UQOG�QH�VJGO�
could not, economically, be sustained, and 
UQOG�QH�VJGO�JCF�DGGP�NGHV�GORV[�CPF�FK-
NCRKFCVGF��+P�TGURQPUG��+�EQPLWTGF�WR�VJG�
RQUUKDKNKV[�VJCV�VJKU�FGTGNKEVKQP�YCU�RNCPPGF��
VJCV�VJG�YJQNG�RWTRQUG�QH�VJG�TGF�HQNNKGU�YCU�
VQ�JKFG�C�UGTKGU�QH�nTQVo�DQODU�YJKEJ��YJGP�
GZRNQFGF��YQWNF�TGXGCN�VJG�TGCN�CTEJKVGEVWTG�
of the grid.59�n9KUJHWN�VJKPMKPI�o�QPG�UVWFGPV�
JQQVGF��'KVJGT�YC[��+�UCKF��n6UEJWOK�OWUV�JCXG�
been delighted when he heard about the fol-
NKGUo�HCVG��CHVGT�CNN��JKU�CVVTCEVKQP�VQ�TWKPU�QH�
CTEJKVGEVWTCN�OCUVGTRKGEGU�KU�YGNN�MPQYP��
and here, against the odds, he successfully 
RTQFWEGF�QPG�o�$CVCKNNG�YQWNF�RTQDCDN[�JCXG�
TGRNKGF��n6JGUG�UVCVGOGPVU�JCXG�CP�QDUEWTG�
VJGQTGVKECN�CRRGCTCPEG��CPF�+�UGG�PQ�TGOGF[�
HQT�VJKU�QVJGT�VJCP�VQ�UC[��pQPG�OWUV�ITCUR�
the meaning from the inside”. They are not 
NQIKECNN[�FGOQPUVTCDNG��1PG�OWUV�NKXG�GZRGTK-
GPEG�o60

When I visited the Parc in 2004, one of 
the follies lay derelict. You could not tell what 
KV�YCU�WUGF�HQT�RTGXKQWUN[��5WTRTKUKPIN[��HQT�
UWEJ�C�JKIJ�RTQƂNG�VQWTKUV�CVVTCEVKQP��VJGTG�
YCU�PQ�UKIP�UC[KPI�YJGP�KV�YQWNF�DG�QRGP�
again. The only sign on the building was the 
logo of La Villette in which the V was let-
VGTGF�CU�C�ICRKPI�XQKF��+P�C�RTQLGEV�VJCV�YCU�
FGENCTGF�CU�nCTEJKVGEVWTG�CICKPUV�CTEJKVGE-
VWTGo�61 language had become silent. Tired 
of the endless lawns and families that cover 
VJGO�CPF�YCPVKPI�VQ�GUECRG��VJG�HGGNKPI�QH�
being under constant surveillance by what 
O[�RCTVPGT�ECNNGF�VJG�TGF�YCVEJVQYGTU�VJCV�
control and are the most visible signs of the 
grid��YG�UVTC[GF�VQ�VJG�GFIG�QH�VJG�RCTM��*G�
remembered seeing from one of the towers a 

Antwerp wasteland behind court of justice
Skateboarder bench 
London Parlement Square 2000
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UGENWFGF�CTGC�VJCV�YCU�EQORNGVGN[�EQXGTGF�
with a bamboo forest. 

#RRTQCEJKPI�D[�HQQV��VJG�DWTKGF�HQTGUV� 
CRRGCTGF�VQ�DG�UQOG�MKPF�QH�NCD[TKPVJ��+P�
EQORCTKUQP�VQ�VJG�OWEJ�RWDNKUJGF��VJGQTK\GF�
CPF�UETWVKPK\GF�HQNNKGU��KV�UGGOGF�VJCV�nPQ�OCP�

GURGEKCNN[�PQV�CP�CTEJKVGEV���GXGT�ETGCVGFo62 
VJKU�NCD[TKPVJ��*QYGXGT��C�HGY�UVGRU�HTQO�VJG�
GPVTCPEG��YG�RCUUGF�VJTQWIJ�.G�%[NKPFTG�5Q-
nore by architect Bernhard Leitner, a circular 
UVTWEVWTG�TGUGODNKPI�C�UJTKPG�VJCV�CRRCTGPVN[�
ECRVWTGU�VJG�UQWPFU�HTQO�VJG�DCODQQ�YQQF�
and transmits them into this circular clearing. 
+P�VJKU�NCD[TKPVJ��YJKEJ�UVGR�D[�UVGR�HGGNU�NKMG�
VJG�ƂPGUV�ETWKUKPI�ITQWPFU�GXGT�OCFG��YG�
NCWIJGF��KOCIKPKPI�JQY�VJKU�UQPCT�ECP�URCYP�
C�PGY�MKPF�QH�RGTXGTV��VJG�CWFKQ�XQ[GWT��$WV�
YKVJ�PQ�RGQRNG�CTQWPF��VJG�VTCPUITGUUKXG�RQ-
VGPVKCN�QH�VJG�RNCEG�KU�NGHV�VJGQTGVKECN��KV�KU�QPN[�
(QWECWNVoU�GEJQ�YJKEJ�VJG�URGCMGTU�UQWPF��
n=e?�KV�ECP�PGXGT�DG�KPJGTGPV�KP�VJG�UVTWEVWTG�
of things to guarantee the exercise of free-
FQOe�.KDGTV[�KU�C�practice�o 63 But some traces 
YGTG�NGHV�s�UQOGDQF[�JCU�ITCHƂVKGF�QP�QPG�QH�
VJG�RCPGNU��+V�KU�JCTF�VQ�FGEKRJGT�GZCEVN[�YJCV��
but it must have been something obscene, 
since it had been violently scrubbed off, to 
QDUEWTG�VJG�GZGETCDNG�ETKOG��C�ETKOG�CICKPUV�

JWOCPKV[��UKPEG�nVQ�CVVCEM�CTEJKVGEVWTG�KU�VQ�
CVVCEM�OCPo�64 Now only a scar is left, cutting 
VJTQWIJ�VJG�YJKVG�RCKPV�CPF�NGCXKPI�VJG�EQP-
ETGVG�DCTG��+�DGEQOG�CTQWUGFe

$GHQTG�YG�YGTG�CDNG�VQ�GZRGTKGPEG�VJG�
HWNN�RQVGPVKCN�QH�VJG�URCEG��YG�DWORGF�KPVQ�
VYQ�RCTM�YCTFGPU�YJQ�YGTG�RCVTQNNKPI�VJG�
RNCEG��6JG[�ICXG�WU�CP�KPSWKUKVKXG�IC\G��+�CO�
not sure whether Tschumi aimed at this, but 
the design of the labyrinth, as it has instan-
VCPGQWUN[�DGEQOG�CRRCTGPV��YCU�KP�CP�WVVGT�
disjunction�YKVJ�VJG�GPHQTEGF�RTQITCOOG��QT�
RTGEKUGN[��YKVJ�VJG�RTQITCOOGF�GPHQTEGOGPV��
9CU�+�EQORNGVGN[�OKUTGCFKPI�VJG�URCEG!�9CU�
Le Cylindre Sonore actually a surveillance 
FGXKEG!�#PQVJGT�UWEEGUUHWN�EQNNCDQTCVKQP�DG-
VYGGP�CTV�CPF�KPFWUVT[!�

Disillusioned, like Adam and Eve, with-
QWV�GXGP�VCUVKPI�VJG�CRRNG��YG�CDCPFQPGF�
the labyrinth, towards the science museum. 
Back at the endless lawn, we were doomed 
to nod (    ) under the blazing sun, whose gift 
we forfeit, with, now, our fully covered bodies 
e�1WT�UYGCV�KU�QQ\KPI�VQ�VJG�ITQWPF��VCPVCNK�
\KPIN[��ƃQYKPI�FQYP�QWT�DCEMU��ECTGUUKPI�QWT�
DWVVQEMU��FTKRRKPI�VJTQWIJ�QWT�VJKIJU�QPVQ�
the ground, moistening the dry blood that is 
buried in those grounds beneath the lawn.
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