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Map A  The map shows the �ows of the Mekong River which drain into the mainstream (black). Blue dots represent the 
location of the 400+ rainfall gauges used by the Mekong River Commission to measure precipitation and to estimate 
the water volume �owing into the river system. The blue shade shows the paths of major tropical cyclones. The uneven 
distribution of gauges and their absence from the areas a�ected by wet season weather events suggests the lack of 
hydrological information for signi�cant parts of the river basin. 
Author (2022). Spatial data sources: World water bodies (ESRI, 2014); Rivers of South and East Asia (FAO, 2014); Archive of Global Tropical 
Cyclone Tracks (OCHA, 2019); Rainfall data  (MRC, 2005).
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Fig 2.2  John Walker�s 1828 map of Siam and Cochin China Extolled for its accurate portrayal of the coastline and espe-
cially the Gulf of Siam, this was considered the most authoritative map of the Southeast Asia peninsula for decades. 
Originally published in John Crawfurd (1830), Journal of an embassy from the governor-general of India to the courts of Siam and Cochin 
China. 2 vols, London: H. Colburn & R. Bentley.
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